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Barrow, Alaska,’ 
May 9, 19358. 


Dear Friends, 


In the last two mails we received so many letters, and in the letters 
so many questions, thet: we thin’: it is about tine to write a general 
letter. For if ttwo or.three ask the same questions, the probability 
is that more are wondering about the thing. So you see the questions 
you asic help us to lmow what to tell you, and make our letter 
writing moch easier. Some of you ¢ anolopized for asking so many, but 
we are thantful that you did. — 


In the first place, we were vory much surprised to find thet some 
‘people were not sure what the Yobjects to the right of the cnurch" 

on our Christmas. card, were. We looked at some of the cards that we had 
Left and found that those objects were not very clearly defined, 

at that. But we never thoucht but that everyone would recognize a dog: 
team, since they are so typical of Alaska. It happened that Nan 

was going down the slone toward the beach one da, soon after the 

sun returned. . ln fact«it was the first of February. It vies about 
eleven o'clock in the morning, as sne was on a picture taking tour, 
and the sun didn't come out till cuite late. About half way down the 
slope she happened to look back and saw the church silhouetved 
beautifully against the sky. Just then along cane a dog team, and 

the driver stopped to talk to some one, She seized the opportunity 
and snanved the nicture as you saw lv. 


Wow to skin to the next question. Some one asked about how well we 

are able to keep un with current events, and if we get news over the 
radio. .iie brought. a radio with us when we came, but it has never 
peen sitisfactory. Recently, when tr. Cook, Sir Hubert Wiltins! 
radio man was here, he thoroushly examined and tested that radio 
and found that it was “not the kind to bring in very much so fa 
froin the broadcasting stations. Of course radio has been very bad here 
‘all year, worse than ever before. ‘They say it may be due to sun 
spots; but however that may be we have not heard any radio to speaix 
of in this house. Recently we have been trying out a radio that 
was left here by some former residents, and is for sale. IJ% gives 
nuch better results than ours, but requires alternating current 
to operate it, and our current is direct, There is a converter. 
with it, but there are still lots of motor noises that haven's been 
CULUOUL, ceOrLer, you see, we haven't had much luck with trying 
to hear the news. (ie get the most imnortant bits from our neighbors, 
who have better luck than we, but we are certainly sadly behind the 
times. Newspapers come eventually, but woe :feeal decidedly out of 
wale swin, and only seein to hear echoes of the bic outside ‘world. 

Lo tell the truth, it‘’is rather restful. ‘hen we do get hot news, 
{t2ig,all- prarvic. or ape or so it seems. ri 
Mail: ‘Je get it in the summer by boat, and at ober ties by dog vaam 
or plane, The boat lanes open about the middle of July or after, whenevor 
the off-shore wind blows Lon enorsh to move the ice away. We also got 
mail at various times oucdug tre sinter. f>"s wear wo ned three dog 
team meils, Noveribes', 4 awn'i'¢lnar: . Neate. in by plane in 
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April, and weexpect another plane mail any day. We were able to 
send out a little. mail quite frequently this winter because of the 
Russian search and all the vlanes that came in and out. They didn't 
pring mail in, however, beceuse all those’ planes cane from Fairbanks 
and our mail comes for: Kotzebue. : 
SV Wren 
we have been aske¢ about clothing. awe ‘Ureps like we do in the 
states, except not so fancy, and with a little more underwear. 
fred wears his "Long-horned" medium weicht all year excent sometimes 
when he goes on the trail, when he uses all wool. He usually wears 
a wool shirt, also, Nan wesrs these things distc.stfully named 
isnugeies'', summer and winter. She wears house dresses thut can be 
rashec., aliiost exclusively, cotton stockings, and Eskimo boots. 
The house hoots she is weaving now are made from white veindeer legs, 
and the soles are seal sizin. Ther come wn ebout six inches above ner 
ankle, and tie around the ankle with straps. pad used to wear 
sport shoes, but found thei too cold for the winter. Now thav supmer 
is avproaching we will. soon have to change to the Seal or boots 
that are water-proof. ‘he tons will be dyec sealskin an¢ the soles 
made-of big, or bearded, scal, They will ‘smell pretty strong, but 
as lone as our feet ken» their distance, we vill be cble to stand it. 
After we have worn them avhile, they will jose scie of thei? seal 
smell, an¢@ perhaps smell like us. Aniway,y ve won't novice the'odor 


' 
so tmch. \ 


Housekeeping: ‘icll, »robably oux problem are somewhat different 
»from.that.of most. people in the States. We have a boarder this year, 
you. know, anc he pays his board by giving Nan help. That is, he pays 
the viaces of the girl who ee in each day {except Sunday) to help her. 
It, hasbeen a. fine thing to have her, because Nan has been able to spend 
more tine on i.ission work, and also becauge she has been so afflicted 
vin. colds this yea. that she hasn't had mich ambition, Of course 

she never has eae keen. om housework, and ‘would much rather write 
letters, or teach a Sunday School class, er study oemmecia or 
monkey around making things, Fred calls her Mechanical Mary. ‘The ather 
day.ghe made a wire rac: to hole not lids. for the inside of a cupboara 
door, and soldered. it with kr. iorgsn's electric soldering iron, and 

had more fun doing it than if she had gong on a nicnic. So her 
housekeesing, most of the tinue, consists of planning meals, Jseening 
things straightened un, and some of the caoking. The chief »roblems are 
in vlannine meals. She finds it better if. she plans for a whole week at 
a tine, though she sometines has to change it at the last minute. 
Lunches are the special busbear. ‘hen ong can't serve fiesh 

vee¢onbles, fruits, or eges, the selection is somewhat limited. 50 

we rely om soups, canned salad mixtures, waffles, pancakes and 
sandwiches for most of then. For meat we have practic’ lly 

nothing but reindeer, with an oce-sional change to goose, seal 

liver, and the canned meats. lie use reindeer for steaxs, roasts, 
hamburger, stew and so on, just like beet,” It is more tender 

than beef usually is, out we vould often aive a lot to have a , 

fresh chicken, or a leg of lamb, or veal eutlets,. ve dnitate all 

tnose things, but .they taste orett: much alike. Vezetabies are all. 
canned, and now we nas no wore vototoes lefv e::cevt frozen ones. 

They are fairly gqodsnghed . ith ote of buvter and seasonings, but 
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goin; to have svcv for dinner, with lots of canned new pota-toes, 
no currots, because we havo only one can left, but with onions, 
and other vegetables. .'‘nd for desert I an goin; to have .fvozen 
canned loganberries, ‘ie had strawberry shortcalze the other day. 
Canned stravberries, of course, and whinped‘creanl'made by 

using some gelatine in the milk. We see lots of tenting 

things in the magazines, and sometimes Nan finds one she can 
makeshift to try out on the fanily. However, Fred doesn't like to 
be experimented on imch. For milk we like Klim (that dried milk) 
for cereal, and we use the regular canned milk for cooking. 

Butter comes to us wranped up by the »ound in oil paper, like you 
‘evr t vonlvewoterron.vne brine 1tuis pecked in. We have to buy all 
our jellies and jams because there is nothing here in the line 

of wild berries or fruits, 


“eé keovd our house at about the same temperature thet you do, perhaps 
a livtle cooler. “This year it has been easy, because with an oil 
range in the litchen, the house keeps ..a more even tomperature 
than before. ‘Ve hardly have to heave any stove going but whe kitchen 
one, and that usually cocs day ond night. It will even heat Fred's © 
study upstairs, as he is «o'ng to cut a register tnrougn. 

e were asked “if we use sheets o: the bed. Some neonle here prefer 
blanket sheets, but we have never used then. Sometimes when the 
wind blows. directly Inte, the bedroom ventilator; jand jit cis cold 
outside, we notice the colic, but usualia we vorry ios anouL 

letting; the. bedroom gct %oo waa. Ida does the laundry once.a 

weex in the clectric weshing machine, ond then the kitchen is 

draped for a day with drying clothes. Mr, Hoord calls it, the weekly 
Junior trom effect. “Jc have running hot’ water, but not yet running 
cola” fexvdin thay OWE OoL tuankewin tne Litonen 


ewere asked sbout the physical and mental charactoristics of the 
siimo people. ‘‘e do not feel qualified to sneaks authoritatively 

on this’ subject, as every now and then we get a elise of something 
in them that we hadn't suspected before. However we can recommend 
to you Stefensson's bool:s. Barivew meotle arc by no means sure 
blooded, and that causes a 00d many variations in temoerment as 
well as in physical charactcristics. The two doctors who are doing 
medical research here this year have also been taking anthronolozical 
measurements, and they claisn that they have not found one defin- 
itely full-blooded person in town. The teachers say that those 

with most white blood make the best students, as a generel rule. 

Some of the people herc are ambitious and hard-working. Some are 
exactly the onvosite, and have no pride at all when it .cones to 
syonsing off whoever will feed them. They are all easy going. 
Physically most have chronic appendicitis, a very large »vercentage 
of them show synptoms of tuberculosis, none are anciiic, most are 
thin.as to body, and fat as to face. Thure arc not. mors.than 

three or four women in towm who weish over 150 pounds. .lfost range 
from 110 to 135. lost all the women c.ther have. just had sabies 
er arc expecting; ther. liost of. the chil¢ron's tocth. are noor, So 
much for that. Morally.the~ still have a lot to learn. A lot of 
that trouble could ‘be, eliminated bs more. and better houses. When 
ten or fitteen peovle, of all ages and sexes, and ofton of different 
fainilies, live in a onc or two room house, temptetion is hard to 
resist. lany of tie ~-oblems here ar. to thirds or iore economic. 
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If they had a way to carn o steady Living vo vowld have happier, 


healthiar. peonle. This year the trapping vaswvery poor. From 
November to Avril most of the men are away all or part of the tine 
trapping. Their families don't profit any by that unless the man 
is successful in bagging some foxes. ‘hen they get tienty or so 
dollars worth of credit at the stores. They are all in debt to 
the stores.. Some of them owe over a thousand dollars. Soo only 
ten or twenty. Trapping is alwavs a great ganble...ife sometimes 
vionder why they bother with it, but probably they like it. There 
are vitch and oil denosits near here. If they couldjbe develoned 
and the people given steady employment, things would be so imch 
bettor.. The trouble with such a scheme is to get the capital - 
(about eight thousand dollars) to get it going. That amount of 
money is not so much but that it could casily be obtained i? one 
could promise bigroturns. But this oil field near here is naval 
reserve, and the best that an investor could howe for vould be tho 
return of his money, and nerhaps sone intcrest for the tine it was 
being used. It vrould take a philanthronist to want to ‘throw atay" 
his money just to eot the Eskimos on their feet. 


Ve were asked hows large an arca end what sized nonulation we serve. 
Well’, we don't know about the area, but the nearest white 
missionary is at Cane Prince of Vales. Berrow station ‘is 
responsible for the church at Vainmwischt, and all the way to the 
Canadian border the other way. The poxulation here is about 450, 
and that of Vainwright 385, and scattered alonz the coast and up 
the rivers ‘to the east there are just about 550. Total, 1385. 


The whaling season started not long ago. : Soon after scal hunters 
along the cdge of the ice sav whales,. on their annual migration 
north, several crews went out to the edge with their skin boats, 
whaling guns, etc., and camped there. No sooner had they gotten 
there than they sot a whale, quite a large one, too. The baleen 
(“whele bone’; soup :strainor) in its mouth was said to be cight 
feet long. The next day they got another. And the tovm certainly 
went crazy. They haven't sotten any since, exccpt some. that 
have gone under the ice and have not becn recovered, but we hove 
that the wind will change, so that theilead won't be quite so wide. 
You see, whales have to breathe every so.often, and have to have 
open water to do it. ‘That means that they ist follow open leads 
or cracks, in the ice. The wind has been blowing off-shore for somo 
tine now, and the ice on the other, side of the lead has been out 
of sight most of the time. Consequently the whalos have lots of 
choice in the matter of .brec. thing places, and are harder to catch. 


Fauning season has also been on, and the herders have been busy. . 
Many of the fauns are born dead, and many more die right afterwards 
if their mothers do'‘not lick them off carefully, so.that “hey will 
be good and dry, and keep near them to feed them The little things 
are able to run atay almost immediately, ana sometimes do. The 
Skins from these babies is very soft, with fur about an inch long. 

It makes parkas that are light and feel fine, until they ‘ear 

and let the cold through, They tear ver: easily,as Nan can Witness, 
at least when tanned by the native method. 


This is the tire of year when we all use snow glasses. lven today, 
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which is cloudy and snowine, the glare is awful. we have several 

pair, and vro.often wea them as ~-e work around in the house. The 

latest: ‘kind are seit class, They hrventt ‘so mich color, but 

are ground in GUCn a way that they-reflect she Light avay from the 
eye, dividing the bays on the »rincipsl of the. pris. They are 


the best thing yet. ‘ve don't have anv, but Morgans got sone rrorm 
Fairbanks, ond on tent Morgan's recens txip out on the ice and. 


to the east, he never hac any trouble ‘rith his eyes, While one of 
the men with hin, werxing ordinary dar’: glasses becane snowblind. - 
ifr, sllorgan traded slugses with hiv for achile, and he cuiclily 
recovered, 


The new hosvital is being built rapidl’ iy, Brower, the tracer 
here, was’ outside last winte:, anc gov ‘hee job Of; DuutiINg tee, 
He, got busy the day after he-sot nore. It is going to be quite & 
pbuilding, but the architect vho planned 1% didn't know how the 
frost collects around here, and they will have lots or srouble 


with: the. cailings Bt anc, the ee pod sagging during 
the spring thas. However, the builds is »lenned for’ a small 
+uberculosis word for men and one for “omen besides the isolation 


> 
an’ other vards, so atleast the vorst cases will be taken care of. 


ene is one voum: wan in tom who hac no parents vo take cave of hiri, 


and his mevried brothers viere ay go weh that vhey didn't 

agssucie any resconsibilivy to sneai: of, even when tnev were in vown, 
so that the pov's care tras vretiy navhnsard. lf) it -hadntidtpeen 
for ivs, Brower and a few pace saintl:- neichbors, he trould have 
died long ao. ' Finally .e-found that during an illness Olea Ss. 
Brover's the boy had not haG any.food ox eare for tvo days 

Wa couldn't. let thet so on, so we put uy a tent in our back yard 
and a-vomen who is getting relief is glad to pass on the favor 
byataling’ care:of hin... sechad trouble at first adjusting hismself _ 
+orbneslLignt and noise. ofsine tenu, vous I euess he is getting used 
to it now. He is the sort of case the hospital would’ taxe if it 
had’ the facili vies that une new building will have. You lmnow, the 
present “hosvital’ is nothin: but a sod annex to the nosvital 
j-rehouse, and naturally chev cannot tale in any contas;ious cases. 


Wa sis ofternoon the boys are trying to get the old sractor to work 
go as to. haul ice ano fill the ice house for the susmer's drinking 
waterjsupply. Every time an attermt is made to use that gread 
lumbering piece of machinery, there is trouble. Fred has snent 
days working on it, after which it will. go fairly decently for 
that trip, perhaps, only to get something else wrong with it before 
the next time. The Board thought they would be able to get us a 
snormobile this year, which would take care of our »yroblems 
beautifully, but they couldn't make it this tine. So we will have 
to worry along with the tractor some more. The last time the boys 
took it out for ice, one of them froze his finger. It had gotten wet, 
T think, and as usual they took all afvernnon and unvil one o'clock 
at night getting three miles to '-he ice pond and bacx with a small 
load. We had never seen a frozen fingo: before. When we saw 1% the 
next day it looked as though all the upper part of tne finger, from 
half of the nail to the end, was one bis yellow blister. 1% looked 
translucent like thet. ‘ve sent hin post haste to the doctor, and 
the circulation gradually ‘es vestored. 


« Lueike and wi.it-until,the. now hosvital was rency to receive patie t. 


on Bow 


Do you remenber our vlans for a little greenhouse with things 
erowing in vater vell, it hasn't wiotverialized vet, but liorgans 
have a nice greenhouse. They have sturdy looking conatoes and 
cucumbers, and have had radishes and lettuce and onions. A few 
boxes are devoted to flowers, nasturtiums and »ansies, mostly 

for the sake of little Barrow, who would rather have flowers 

than candy any tine. -\t supper there the other night we had the 
most delicious salad. Eesides the regular canned ‘salad vegetables 
ling, Mi, had added cut un radishes, and radish tons for greens, 

and bably onions, tops and all, The little bulbs were not any 
bigger than a capital O ( at least not mech bigger) but they were 
certainly good. iir, liorgon had pulled up the onion crop to rake 
roo:. for more tomatoes, so the onions went into the salad. 

Vekhave become wovie fans. Are any of you that way’ “ith cameras 
borrowed from our long suffering neighbors We have toodate taken 
one roll.of eisht millimeter film, and one roll the, same size 

only colored. The color film shows just tio subjects, “aster, 
with all. the peonvle in their prett: colored »narka covers, and some 
scenes when. a whale was caught not long’ ago.’ The’ color’ film we have 
seen so. far, talen here, has all been too blue,so we used a yellow 
filter this ‘time. Do any of trou hnow if that will @hely? 

Ii: they, urn out. well, perhaos I will send it ‘along’ so’ that ‘at 
least sone of you can sce 1%. 


Best wishes to all, 


reed and Nan Jerekover 
P.S,ue (by Nan). It ° fell tio mylot to stencil petites o> eames 
the ,school's :1timeogranh, and I didn't ret it done: in tine 
for the, plane that brought in mail lest week. (This is now May 16.) 
aybbrq alae is just .as well because LI have more news to tell you. 
fred had a couple of attacks of apyendicitis, ana though they were 
not very severe, they wers interfering With nis work a lot, and 
he vould not.have dered to go out of town for nis resulayv itineratving 
90 since,.the olane fro. otzebue was coming with mcil we nersuaded 
himto: go, down thore and have it pneeaee out before’ it: becane 
acute. itt took a lot of nersuadins because he wantvea to trust to 
n 
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the present, facilities are entirely anae ee CoD eae exce 
the.c10sv urgent citergencies. So finally: he left 


uy) 


yesterday morning, after trying it tne night before only 4 » have 


+o return on account offfog: dorm the coast, and he got to eevee 


at tuo o'clock in the afternoon, onlv five hours’ after leaving 


here. That was good time, since they planned: to mike two: stons. 
He was to go to the hosnite lL. today, but we will not lmow arr core 
until tonight,..,.im&. iorgan keens a’ schedule with ir .‘Terguson in 
Kotzebue, each evening, so we can kee: in touch. I expect Prod becl: 
within .a courle. of weeks, and will edd another nostscrina imeu he 
sets. safely hors, so you ill imo the outcome, and this will, 
I .hove,.-be able to, go.out to vou on the plane he revwins on. Te is 
setting to bo, quite. filer!” Our onl other oxnerlence was when the 
»ussians tookx us up once just for ‘fun %o see What tho cou: tr Looked 
[lice Vio oker tas Mee eh, ia10TO a Ober. 

| ; tan | 
Fred returned fru: Kotzenue by plane s-fe and sound 
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. PRESBYTERIAN MISSION 
AT 
BARROW, ALASKA 


FREDERICK G. KLEREKOPER, MINISTER 


May 19, 1938. 
Dr, J. il. Somerndike 
156 Fifth Ave, 
New York, N. Y, 


Dear Dr, Somerndike, 


Since Fred is away I am déting the family correspondence as 

much as possible. We want to thank you for advencing that 
money to us. We would have had a hard time managing without 

it. We heard from Fred yesterday. He had his operation, and 
apparently it was a good thing he had it done when he did. They 
said his appendix was in very bad condition. But he is getting 
along just fine, and I expect him home soon. 


About the renting of the warehouse as a school room. ir, 

Burkher asked if that might be arranged, as the school is very 
overcrowded, and more pupils are expected next year. If the incetege 
is to be permanent, the government will make additions to the 

school. But this year they will try to get along as best they can, 
and perhaps send one or two new téachers. We use the upstairs of 

the warchouse constantly, but figured that we might be able to get 
along with the dovmstairs, and the shelving space upstairs, and 
vrobably have to work upstairs on missions boxes after sehool 

is out in the afternoons. ‘We do not know for sure if the govern= 
ment will rent it, but Mr, Burkher wanted to canvas all possibilities | 
to let his office know. We hope they will, as the money will come ' 
in handy to you -- perhaps it will help to pay for a snowmobile 
sometime. If new teachers come we might rent them a room here 

and board then. That wéhld help to pay for Fred's operation. 

So you see things have at least the possibility of working out 

fine. 


We were glad to hear there was no chance of the Episcobalians building 
in Wainwright. As Fred said in his wire to you, we had no definite 
proéf that they had such intentions, only Percy had said he 

heard of it. It may have all been madé up there in Wainwright, 

for all we know. I understand that Diek Hall and some of the 

other traders there think it is great sport to "pull Perey's leg" 

and that they often make up tales out of whole cloth to tell 

him. However, Percy thought this was really true, so we thought 

we had better let you know. 


It is too bad that Captain Backland is not coming up here this year. 

We heard that our stuff would come on the Derblay to Kotzebue, and 

from there on the North Star, Fergusons have asked for the job 

of lightering at Kotzebue, and Fred thinks thet it may turn out 

to be cheaper getting stuff here, in the long run, this way, that 
formerly, but as to that I don't know. Probably you will hear 

more about that later. | 
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Sune Blet, 1988 


Mrs. Fred Ge Klerekoper 
Point Barrow 
Alaska 


Dear Mrse Klerekoper: iy ae, 
I was very glad to receive your letter of May 19the 
It is gratifying to learn that Fred is getting along so 
well after his operation. By this time he is home again, 
and I hope that he is rapidly regaining his strength. 
_ »Ef-you cen’ spare the space.on the second floor, of 
the warehouse for a schoolroom, we should be very glad to. 
rent it to the government for: the next school years You 
are absolutely right in saying that, "the money will come _ 
in handye". Indeed, 1 would be glad to adopt your mggestt on 
to seve it toward the purchase of # snowmobiles How much _ 
rental are they willing to pay for this space? ..... ., 


wegins 


Of course it. is all. right for. you to rent a room in. 


the nanse to the teacherse It will give you a little extra 
money to help pay the expense of Fred's operation, 


I hope that your supplies will reach you ell right 
this year, They will not be coming on the "North Star" : 
as was originally; plamed, but arrangements have been mde 
through lit. Une have the “M. S. Patterson" pick up the 
supplies at Kotzebue and carry them to Barrow. Mr. Gould 
has mde arrangements with the Fergusons to do the job of 
lightering at Kotsebue. — ne | 


I will make arrangements with the Treasurer's Office 


| 


ae 
Sheet 2 ~ Mrs. Klerekoper « ches 


to deduct from your salary payments the 24% pension dues 
and pay it each month to the Pension Board. 


With best wishes to you and Fred, I am 
Faithfully yours, 


JUSsPDS : : : apiieuielee | 


We. Forge 


Pe Se I Sis puaatied en Schouten seater aoe: 

Andrew Akootchook.s He speaks/ebout the diffioulty he is 
experiencing in’ maintaining his family! of ten children: on | 
the salary which he reedives from the Board. 1 oun eeeneny 
imagine how difficult it is Zor him to provide even the © | 

““nesessary food for such a Jarze faniily on the small: ‘endaryt 
of $25 a months I would’ like Fred's advice.as to whether 
we ought to increase his salarye “I would ‘like to ‘give: him 
$400 or $450 per year, if possible, next October, increasi ng 
his salery from ‘the present ‘figure of $300 per year. He 
‘must be having e hard time. ‘T will: appreciate at nit decgth 
will write me cgancelty about: his ‘situations © = 
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PRESBYTERIAN MISSION 


AT 
BARROW, ALASKA 


FREDERICK G. KLEREKOPER, MINISTER 


July 2, 1938. 


Dr. J. M. Somerndike, 
156 Fifth Ave., 
New York, N. Y, 
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I have this day made out a draft on inpoora to the Cape Smythe 
Whaling and Trading Co. for the amountYor $37.06 (thirty-seven 

dollars and six cents). This amount should have been turned in before 
since it dates back to December 30th, but for some reason we were 

just now dn receipt of the bill. It is the last amount on the 
building of the warehouse. I-am enclosing a copy of the draft. 


Dear Dr. Somerndike, 


/ 
f 


I am afraid that the deal for the school to use the upstairs of 
the warehouse next year may be falling through, but am not sure 

ye t. They are going to build a little addition to the present 
school building and wait to see if the increase in enrollmemt 

is permanent. We will be glad to have the room for our owm uses, 
but I lnew the money would come in handy to you if we could manage 
to get along without it. We figured that we would keep the use of 
most of the shelves, and use the room if we had to after school 
hours. But I don't know what will happen now, 


Sincerely yours, 


af fe 


PRESBYTERIAN MISSION 
AT 
BARROW, ALASKA 


FREDERICK G. KLEREKOPER, MINISTER 


July 31,1938. 


Dr, Jeli. Somerndike, 
156 Fifth Ave., 
New York, N.Y. 


Dear Dr, Somerndike, 


I do not know whether you will receive this 

letter or the other first, I have written another to you today. 
“hen your letter came I tried to think of the local people who 
might be available and of course Roy came to mind. I say available 
although as I mentioned before he has a job as manager of the 
Native Store branch et Cape Simpson, This Issuppose, brings him 
a certain amount of money,maybe three hundred dollars, Then his own 
trapping which I suppose brings him at least a like amount if not 
more, ‘there are many things about Roy that makes him outstanding, 
He has the cleanest largest house in the village, takes good care 
of his family, a fine tenor voice, and the villagers have théught 
enough of him to elect him mayor of Barrow although he cennot be 
here during the winter months, I asked him if he expected to 
return to Cane Simpson this winter, He said, "Yes", I asked 
him if an opening to take charge of the Wainwright church should come 
to him would he consider it. He was thoughtful a moment and asked 
if it would be alright to give his answer tomorrow, I assured him it 
would and that the whole thing was merely a possiblity. He saw this, 
Then today after the service he sent his little boy over with this 
note. iI think it speaks for the man, more than I can tell you, 
I assure you, that when an Eskimo talks this way they are not idle 
words. If you should think him the better man for the job, I could 

give himsome help in the method of making sermons, etc., in fact 
I have most of my seminary textbooks here and could go over at least 
some of them with him, As far as personal work is concerned he 
already has had experience as an elder here, He usually carried 
on the work in CaveSimpson when he was there, 


I hope this will be of help to you. I have 
not promised Roy anything so feel free to do what you think best. 


Vith every good wish, I an, 


Very sincerely yours, 


a Shit 
; ib cent Cee 
aK. 


PRESBYTERIAN MISSION 
AT 
BARROW, ALASKA 


FREDERICK G. KLEREKOPER, MINISTER July 31,1958 


Dr. J.M. Somerndike, 
156 Fifth Ave., 
New York, N.Y. 


Dear Dr, Somerndike, 


Your good letters have just arrived on the mail 
boat and I hasten to answer them, First let me thank you for the 
kindnesses you showed me during the appendix trouble, The financial 
help was a blessing. I did not realise our finances were in such 
a state, Distance makes it very hard to keep our balance straight, 
with the outstanding checks and the time it takes for the deposit 
slips to reach js. Then too last year we thousht we had better order 
a year's supply of food in advance just in case the boats did not 
get ing ‘e have quite a lot on hand now and our orders this year 
are smaller all around, 


lf there are any wires which are urgent and yet 
can wait the time, I will certainly send them by way of Fairbanks. 
As you will notice we have not sent collect messages of late. irs, 
K, and I are paying them out of our tenth account as a part of our 
contribution to the mission. JI am glad to know of the arrangment 
you have made with li, Youel and will send them that way, 


Re~Wainwricht. Fred Ipalbok, Percy's brother 
is now in barrow with the school here, His job is janitor and 
assistant teacher and I am sure the remmerate is at least $1200, 
He is a fine conscientious yo and I think he would be fine 
for the job but I do not think he would like to leave his present 
one, There is a young man and his wife,however, in Kotzebue who 
are there with the Friends church, They are white and have had 
two years experience with natives. They were originally Methodists 
and were trained in the Chicago Evangelistic Institute, I think it 
is called, They are a fine young couple. I stayed with them while 
in Kotzebue after the operation, They are earnest as one might 
expect but not unbalanced. I felt around a bit and I think he 
might accept an offer, Of course I had nothing to offer so he had 
nothing to accept. Why I think it would a good thing to approach 
him is for this reason also: the year after Percy's return, that is 
the year 1940 we will have been here four years. If this young 
man could be gotten for Wainwright for the year that Percy is out 
and being in the vicinity he might be persuaded to take Barrow 
for the following year, This is of course a suggestion and much 
would hinge on the record he made during the year in Wainwright ~ 
should you see fit to accept him and should he see fit to accept, 
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I suggest him because I believe he would be able to cope with 
situation,i.e. Episcopaleans, young people, traders,etc,.,better 
than any one we might get locally, 


There is this further suggestion: there is a man here who 
was a school teacher at one time, a native, who is now the mayor of 
the village so you see he has the capacity for leadership. ie is 
also an elder of the church, one of the best translators we have 
and a very earnest Christian. His name is Roy Amoagak, He has 
been managing the branch of the native store in Cape Simpson during 
the winter months and makes his home in Barrow during the summer, 
He is a capable man and can read and speak English fluently. To 
my knowledge he is more capable of handling the Wainwright church 
than Andrew, He has oy, a much better command of English. 

I do not believe that Andrew is the man for the job. He isa 
conscientious sort of a person but I am afraid there are men in 
the Waimmright church who know English better$and so their Bibles) 
and are just naturally keener, I do believe this cannot be said of 
Roy however, 


Of the two men I have suggested, I feel sure the former is 
the better, I do not know if he could be gotten but I think so. 
I would be glad to get in touch with him or suggest that he get in 
touch with you if you think this is wise, 


Re- Andrew, Perhaps you know by this time that Andrew is 

in the village and has been here for som@wo months, He has under- 

gone an operation for a hernia and igvell on the way to recovery. 

He asked me to come over the other day and help him with his bank 

account. J found that he is mtin worse condition financially than 

I am.Ye has taken more credit f he sbores here and the traders 

to the east than his salary allows, In fact when we got down to 

brass tacks he is "in the hole" to the tune of $1400, This debt 

has been accumulating for many years, I went over all his accounts 

with him and found that he has been a bit etttravagant. Not according 

+o our standards of living but according to his. I helped hin 

make out a budget and told him about how mich it would be wise to 

spend if he did not wish to get into trouble, It was a real"eye 

opener" to me as to my own handling of money, His income is as much, 

if not more,than the people with whom he has to work, According to 

our standards he does not have much but he has never been used to that. 
He does have a large family to feed, more than the average. If you 

do see fit to increase his salary I think it would be wise to begin 

with four hundred, dummy Me has gone beyond his depthAnd I do 

not think he could wisely handle a large increase in salary, I helped 

him work out a budget thet should allow him to pay a little back on 

his debts. He does make quite some money with his trapping having 

two boys and two girls that are pretty good trappers, 


T mst close now as the mail is about to go. I will go over 
the letters again and will write you again this week as we are to 
have the coast guard cutter "Northland" if the ice stays out to sea, 


. I do not know if you can use it but I am sending you a gift 
i which was sent to me by a Canadian friend, It should be othordox, 


| 


. 
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Enclosed also please find some snaps. 


Sincerely yours, 
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PRESBYTERIAN MISSION 
AT 
BARROW, ALASKA 


FREDERICK G. KLEREKOPER, MINISTER 


August 17, 1938. 


Dr, Je Me. Somerndike 
156 Fifth Ave, 
New York, N. ¥. 


My dear Dr. Somerndike, 


I suppose you hear many stories of the trouble of missionaries, 
so this one will just help to swell the list. Jt has been our 
policy to keep these things to ourselves, rather than to burden 
you with them, for at best troubles are miserable things. Now, 
however, they have taken a turn, and are not our troubles only, 
put seem to have become public property. Bo4 

i al 
I wrote before to you about the telegram you received from the 
village council which I investigated, but no one knew its nature 
or else were unwilling to say. It now appears that the same message was 
sent to the government. The government sent two men up here to 
investigate conditions. They have been investigating everyone here 
of the white race except Dr. George, with whom they are staying. Mr, Brower, 
Mr. Burkher, lr. Morgan, and apparently myself. ‘Some of the Eskimos have 
come and told me the questions they have asked. They all pertain to 
church policy, and as I see it, it is none of their business, although 
I haven't told them so. For example, it has been the policy of the elders, 
continuing a custom which existed when 1 came, and which has never 
occured to me to change, to shuht those who were not permitted to 
partake of communion because of immorality, etc,, into the gallery 
dwring the commnion service. I never said anything about it,and 
they have continued to do so. Now the maitontents of this condition 
have told the investigator that I separate the sheep from the goats, 
in church services. 


Another thing which I understand they have complained about is that 

I make them wait séx weeks to be married. This is untrue as to 

time, for it is only a month, and the rule is not mine, though 

I encouraged it, but the sessions’. Again I have permitted the 

policy of Dr. Greist to continue in annoucing the engagement of a 

couple a month in advance of their marriage. I have found this 

a good policy. For example, when on the eastward trip, I married 

a couple who wanted to be married right away, I later found that 

the boy was shiftless, going about from camp to camp, since he had 

no family of his ovm to sponge on. I met the father of the girl about a 
day and a half down the trail, and he said that had he been there he 
would have objected. The young people had both assured me that they 

had their parents' permission. Another case which Mr. Morgan tells 

me of is to the point. There was a young man who came to him with a girl 
and a license, wanting to be married at once. (He was conmi-ssioner 
then.) At the same moment another girl was having a baby in the hospital 
and he was the father. The marriage was stopped and he married the other 
girl. They are now living happily together. Another case under my 

own observation was of a young fellow here who had an understand ing 
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with a girl, and on the strength of it provided fuel and food to 

her family during the winter. This spring another young Man came and 
said he would like to have me announce the engagement of himself to 
the girl. I did, not knowing anything about this other arrangement, 
and at the next session meeting the former young man made a protest. 

I was very glad I had not married them on the spot. The decision of all 
parties concerned was that of course the girl should have the young 
man of her choice, but that if she chose the second one her family 
should return the food. They agreed to do this. All this business 
was done through the session. It proved the wisdom of the regulation 
+O announce the engagement. Acéording to the directory of worship of 
our church (chapter 12, article 6) "the purpose of marriage ought to 
be published a proper time preciously to the solemnization of it. It 
is enjoined on all ministers to be careful", etc, etc. The wisdom of 
our Scotch spiritual fathers has been demonstrated time and time again 
on this far flujg field. However, if those who destre a hurry-up 
marriage so desire, they may go to the comissioner. But the good 
name of the families involved is often at stake in a hurry-up affair. 


I also understand there has been some statements made against my stand 
on dancing. You undoubtedly remember that in your office #¥%¢ I 
promised you to have no part in it. This I have done. Dr, Greist 
used to suspend church members for taking part in Eskimo dancing, 
on what grounds I do not know, but I have never done this. In fact I made 
a talk to the people to the effect that the question was one they would 
have to decide to themsleves; that if they fedt right about it in their 
hearts and before God and the Bible, they should go ahead. .I also 
told them my own view wasp opposed to it. This is also a matter of 
session record. 

ax - “<., 
Z am going into detail on these things because there may be some 
specifée charges brought to your attention. They have called in 
all the malcontents of the community and lined up charges against 
everyone. I also understand some one has said I have sold mission 
property and pocketed the proceeds, especially mission box things. 
This is a bald lie, and I can only feel sorry for the one who would 
stogop to such a statement. As Mrs. K. and the women vho help her 
will witness, the large bulk of the mission box things are given 
away at Christmas time. With between five and six hundred people 
to wrap packages for it is not easy to make things come out even. 
Some things are left over, (though not mich) and some things keep 
coming in the mails from time to time. The things not given away 
at Christmas are traded to men who have done some work on mission 
property, at Native Stomprices. Thus last year when the warehouse 
was being built, we encouraged the ment to take as much of their 
pay as possible in mission box stuff, so as to cut dovm what we would 
have to charge the board for. We considered that that was part of the 
function of the mission boxes. The people still got plenty, sometimes 
we think too mech, given to them at Christmas. In other missions one 
reads about the people being happy to receive a little bag of candy, 
of a doll, or some little thing. Here we give to grown ups as well 
as children, and in the packages of the needy child you would find 
probably a suit of underwear, enough cloth for a snowshirt, perhaps 
a dress, or mittens, or stockings, besides toys and books. The same 
with the adults. The Greists felt, and we feel also, that it not 
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good to pemperize the people, but that they should be willing to do 
something in return for what they get. At Christmas we give things 
away freely. The rest of the time, if possible, we trade the mission 
box things for work. 


As to selling mission box things, we do that, but not for our ow 
préfit. We could not see the difference between paying in goods 

¥é6r work done on mission property, and selling some of the things 

to whitesand others who could pay cash, and using the money thus 
obtained to pay those who do work on mission property. We keep 
three separate marked purses. One is labled Personal, another 
Mission Box, and the last Hymn Books. The Hymn Books which we sell, 
for fifty cents, just to make the people take better care of them, 
help us to buy new Hymn Books. We have had many request for books to 
be taken to the eastward. ‘So far we have refused them, because we have 
none tomany here. But gradually we are getting a few more. We sent 
for some this sunmer. é' 


There are a few things which come in mission boxes which we need in 
the house, and Nan sometimes takes a little of the yard cloth for 
dresses or snowshirts. Do you feel that we should not do this? 

We feel justified in so doing because so many of the letters we 
receive with the boxes ask us what we would like to have for ourselves, 
or tell us outright that we are to help ourselves, or label certain 
packages within packages, for us personally. We do not take mech, 
not nearly as much as we could use, and we always let others have 
first choice. We have sometimes thought we should not do this, 

but on all other scores our @onsciences are perfectly clear. Please 
give us your opinion. We often trade our personal goods, such as 
flour and sugar, for mission work, too, and very often buy things 
which we do not want or need, in order to help some one out. 


This whole investigation has been hard on everyone, but I would not 
give you the impression that all the people have been in on it. 

The instigator of it all is an @lder of the church and his brother, 
whose name is Hopson. They stirred up a lot of trouble for Dr. Greist, 
as I am sure he would tell you. He is a half-breed who cogbines the 
worst features of the white man and the Eskimo. The suspicion he has 
¥d created through ts will take two or three months to overcome b-y 
the most careful living; for pepple will now watch our every move. 

“e were encouraged last Sunday night by having a record number of people 
in church, the highest attendance except for holiday seasons. 

Three hundred and ninety was the number, and the attendance has 

been very mech higher than usual lately. I hope that this has been 

a means of showing their confidence. 


Very sincerely yours, 


Fred Klerekoper 


re. PRESBYTERIAN MISSION 
AT 
BARROW, ALASKA 


FREDERICK G. KLEREKOPER, MINISTER 


August 18, 1938, 


Dr. J. M. Somerndike 
156 Fifth Ave, 
New York. N. Y. 


Dear Dr. somerndike, 


The enclosed letter was written by Fred yesterday and copied by me 

at his request this morning. But as I read it over I thought that there 
were a few things he had not said, Which might help to clear 

things up a bit, so I am adding them under my own name. 


red left last night to go east as far as Beechey Point. Almost 

every family from further east than that are already here in town, 

so he did not figure that going further was worth while. He went ger 2 
with his own boat and the Pandora, the Rogers#Post Mrmorial Expedition 
boat, and they are going to have a try at finding the Russian plane 
while they are there. It seems extremely likely that it sank off of 
Beechey Point. The Pandora crew wanted to try it, and Fred was glad to 
go along with them, since he had to go anyway, and it would be much cheaper 
for him to go along with them --(cheaper for the Board). They are 

towing our boat, and will use both in the search. ‘They are all 

equipped with drag hooks and rope, etc. Fred will stop along the way 

to preach and do his regular ipérary work. I expect they will be gone 
about a week if weather is good, maybe two weeks if it isn't. 

Now about the investigation: Two men came up, one a lieutenant of the 
Signal Corps, and the other representing the construction department 

of the Bureau of Indian Affairs. The former has been making inquiries 
about Mr, Morgan, and the other of the rest of the commnity. any 
false charges have been brought against Mir, Morgan by natives who do 

not like him, or have been told to say things by others who do not 

like him, chiefly about misappropiation of government property. We know, 
from our experience with him, that he is very careful about governemianl stuff 
and we are confident that he will be able to prove most of the charges 
fagse. ‘Je feel sure that those at the bottom of it all are Alfred 
Hopson, ix, Daughtery (former school teacher) and Dr. George. Affred 
Hopson is sore at Mr. Morgan because two years aso when the doctor's house 
was being built he was found to have been spending time, for which he was 
being paid, getting up a petition to have Dr, Maurer removed. He was 
getting all sorts of people to sign it, even children, so we heard. 

Many of them said afterwards that they did not know what they were 
signing. lr. Morgan fired him. Mr, Daughtery was sore at Morgen because 
he happened to go on furlough the summer after the Rogers=-Post crash. 
They had been promised the furlough before the thing happened, but 
Deughtery thought they had gone out just for the publicity. He was very 
jealous of the publicity Morgans got, though Morgans hate it. They 
avoided it as mich as possible, but couldn't hiekp a lot of it, 

Also during the building of the doctor's house Mr, Morgan sugeested 


to the Indian Office that lir, D, he put in charge of installing the 


pa 


furnace, since he is a plumber by trade, but after having worked 
on it awhile and making a complete mess of it, the office asked to 
have Mr, Morgan finish it. That did not go so good. 


Daughtery had also told the workmen that they should get higher wages, 

and they struck for them. Morgan got them fifty cents a day more, 

and told them they could take that or quit. They decided to keep on work- 
ing. Daughtery was always stirring up the people, trying to get more from 
the government, and then when it was refused, blaming the government or 
some one here. That is one reason whey the people do not like the presmnt 
teacher more, who has really done more toward making them able to support 
themselves that Daughtery ever did, but they worship Daughtery's memory 
because he was for giving them so much relief supplies, etc. 

He waa always talking about how he was constantly working for them, and 
leaving a definite impression that the rest of us weren't, and that the 
reason he was leaving was not be@ause his education was not up to 

the new requitements, but because we whites had it in for him, and that 

he was a martyr to the cause of the natives. 


Dr. George has worked on the same principle, promising to use his influence 
cto get the community elecgric light, and a big diesel motored boat 

for walrusing, and goodness knows what all, so that some of the, », 
people think he is quite the thing. Now Morgan's idea, and ours,, is 

not to get more things given to the people, but to develop oil or 

some other commodity, by which they can get their own things. The doctor 
has been very busy looking into community business, but has been most 
remiss about his owm affairs. I could give you many specific instances 
of gvoss, criminal negligence on his part, in the care of the sick 

put perhaps you would not like to hear it all. However, af yousdo et 
need to know specific things about him, I can surely give them to you. 

It has been impossible to get along with him,Personally,I feel sure he is 
mentally unbalanced. No normal person could do all th “queer and . 
vindictive things he does. His wife told me once that he had suffered a 
very bad skull fracture in playing football, and that it had 4 

wrecked his nerves. Maybe that accounts for part of it. Dr, Levine told us 
once that he was sure he was a paranoic. ‘Since the investigators have 
been here he has been seen visiting the sick most industriously, 

some of whom he had not seen for months, and also many a tine he 
has had a little conference with same native about to be questioned 

by the investigators, in the hospital co&#& shed; and then the native 
wébld come out and go into the house. It looks very bad. He has shaken 
his finger in the face of a native woman who was telling the truth 

and scared +H8& so tHé% could hardly answer, and when still 
truthfully, but weakly, answered "Yes", (Ee, in Eskimo) the doctor 
turned to the investigator and said, "She says No". He has many 

of them so scared that they say whatever they think he wants them to. 
Some of the natives say they like him, but they are ones whom he has 
been nice to because he has needed them, or because they hope to benefit 
by his civie imporvements. But most of them seem to fear, and 

some to violently hate hin. 
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Mir, Morgan, like the rest of us, tried to be helpful to the doctor when 
they first came, but he so rudely refused all offers of help, and made it 
so clear that he did not want any advice, and then began accusing Morgan of 
giving out confidential information fr@mtelegrams that Mr, Morgan 
naturally resented it. In some instances it did look, to one who would 
not botherto inquire, that he had done so, but it was when Morgan had per- 
sonally recei-ved identical information. An ordinary man would have 

asked, but not the doctor. He never belpdved an explanation, anyway. 


ee 
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He talks fine. The investigators have been taken in. But if they 
Lived here long enough with him they would find out. 


Wouldn't you think that a doctor would be glad to have had Dr, Levine 
nad Mr, Foord here, with their fully equipped laboratory, and 

would have been interested in seeing the results of their examinations, 
and have acted on the information contained therein to treat the sick? 
But although the information was offered to him, he never used it. 


Vell, they are going to be moved to Bethel in a week or two, thank 
goodness, but it will take a i tine to undo all the damage 
he has done, and it can never, bé repaired. I have toldyou all this 
an —d there is mech more that I could say, if it would do ay good, 
because I want you to understand that testimony he has instigated 
against the rest of us is not to be relied upom, Please do not 
think badly of me for telling you about it. Fred ddd not want to, 
because he said it looked badly to run down another worker, but 

i thought that as long as we were telling you conditions here we ought 

let you in on the whole picture. 


When My, Hirst, of the Indian Office waw here last summer, wer told hin 
that we had tried to get ahong with Dr. George, but could not, 

and that he seemed most unreasonable. He sad that the docéor was 

just distracted, because his wife was going to have a baby, and was 

not at all well, and that he felt sure that when the baby was born 

the doctor would prove very different. We waited hopefully, but he was 
no better, if anything worse. The only peace we had this winterwas 

in sometimes being able to foget him. I know of nothing against 

Mrs, George, just hin. | 4 


I guess that is all. It has been a great relief to get this off 
my mind, and I hope it will do some good. 


Sincerely yours, 


Wy (pao Cs beg 


; ‘™ \ a 
Vows n trad Pert ts SAL OYAT } 


Te dahlias 


The coming of the Will Rogers-Wiley Post Expedition to Barrow was an 
occasion for great joy as two of the party were ministers, They are of 
the Christian Church, one a pastor in Hillsboro, Texas, enother an 
evangelist from the same denomination. I wish you could have seen the 
three of us, with the other members of the party, carrying gravél and 
cement up the bluff for the monument. In digging for the base we 
uncovered an old igloo and found some fine specimens of whale and 

seal spear heads. The first day of this month's report was set for 
the dedication of the monument, After the ceremonies these men said 
they would accompany me on the eastward itinerary as far as Beechy 
Point. They were interested in searching for the Russian plane, as 

no search had been made in the vicinity of Thetis and Spy Islands 

near Beechy Point, and reliable «stories had come to us that the plane 
had been seen there. Storms prevented stopping except at Beechy Point, 
es there are but few shelters. These men were impressed with the 
communion services along the may. We could not carry a ¢omplete 
couminion service set, so the Eskimos brought our their enemel cups. 
The bread was left from a loaf Mrs. K, had given us, only a rather 

dry slice. We only carried hard t:ack or pilot bread on the 
‘Pendora.” The service was in a tent, because people leave their 

damp sod houses in summer time for these more airy, dry dwellings. 

The sincerity of the people was felt. Their shyness was somewhat 
overcome when they realized these men were Christians. 


Coming off Beechy Point we dragged the water between the Islands mention- 
ed before for a space of three hundred yards. Imagine trying to 

find a plane with a wing spread of say a hundred feet in miless and 
miles of water, with only #8 meageremt idea where it miglitebe. 
We set to work with the'Pandora’ (as the Expedition's boat was called) 
and a three horse Johnson motor on the ship's’ boat, a small row boat. 
The ‘Pandora’‘came all the way from Los Angeles, although she is only 

a 38 footer, and her skipper, a minister, was the only one on board 
who knew anything of navigation. We dragged with a rope with grappling 
hooks a hundred sap apart. The islands are six miles apart and we 
dragged about two days covering the water between them. Several times 
we had to give up and run for shelter behind the islands because of 
heavy winds and the resulting high seas. 


44 * 
On our return home the Pandora started at once for the south, We gave . 
them three Eskimo puppies to take home, which they nemed Walipi (for 
the place of the crash), Barrow, (for their headquarters), anit 
Beechy (for the most easterly point they reached. They gave me a 
shot gun which will be used for hunting ducks. — 


I missed them when they left. I sometimes feel that missionaries 

are “men without countries". They always long for home, but when they 
are there they are torn between the enjoyment of old friends, old 
scenes, and the duties which call them on the field. Which reminds 
me of the sermon text I preached, "HSERSEEXH "This one thing I do: 
Forgetting the things which are behind EXS#8SSX and reaching forward to 
the things which are before, I press on toward the mark of the preze 
of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus". That prize is the 
salvation of our souls through Him Who died and rose again, end 
although at times we feel the pull of things temporal, yet 

basically we are built on the rock Jesus Christ, the seme yesterday 
today and forever. And in this we put our hope. 


‘eiitie 
(Report from Barrow continued. ) 


" 4! 
Mrs, Wiley Post was present at that service, as the North Star, the — 
government boat brought her tm. The text was chosen for her benefit, 


as she was still grieving sorely for te loss of her husband, and the 


fact that she was here in Barrow did not hebp-matters.Cou« Ce Ker, 


September 6th, 1938 


Rev. Pred. G. eee 
Point Barrow 
Alaska 


Dear Mre Klerekopers 


I have yours of July 2nd informing me of the draft for 
$37.06 from the Cape Smythe Whaling and Trading Co. We anak} 
honor this draft as goon as it comes * hrough the: banks 


Before I forget it, I want to tell you how happy I em 
that you got through your appendicitis operation so satiafac- 
torily. I hope thet having this trouble removed will put yeu: 
on the way to more robust healths 


With reference to the Wainwright situation I will say 
that I am quite favorable to your suggestion that we arrange for 
Perey to come out in August or September, 1959, im order to take 
the full year's work at Dubuque, returning in the summer of 1940. — 
You will be coming out in the summer of 1940 and we can then 
transfer the young couple whom you have in mind for Barrow to 
oceupy that field during your furlough year, I think that is an 
excellent arrengemnt. Wow, will you kindly let me know what 
salary we would have to previde for this young ©ouple whom you 
have in mind? You realize that we shall be obliged to pay Percy's 
salary during the time he is at echool, and we shall also be 
obliged to provide money for his scholarship at Dubuque while he 
ia taking his additional year of seminary work. I+ wae for this 
reason that we thought of securing sarsone on a part<-time salarye 
I will do the best I can, but I would like you tc make some in- 
quiriss of these young people in order that you may advise us as 
ho the amount qh: palary that we Snkt be | abl crcl east 


We will increase Andrew's sal Sn yest orks in- 
ning Ootober Lat aa you have suggested. 11 yo Rh a vise 
nae Ee Fe mn 


 Bheet 2 « Mr. Klerekoper « 7/2/38 


I am very grateful to you and Nan for the excellent 
photographs enclosed with your letter. I am sure I can make 
good use of them 


Since writing the above, I have received your letter 
contal ning the letter written by Roy Ahmaogak, one of the Barrow 
elders in whom you have implicit confidence and whon you suggest 
@s an alternative to the young couple who belong to th 
of Friends. I was greatly impressed by his letter. I 


to show then that we have an Eskimo among our Presbyterian elders 
who 1s capable of taking a position of leadership, rather than to 
look outside our om denomination, I am going to leave the matter 
in your hands and if you feel that Roy will do the job at Wain- 
wright satisfactorily, and if you can entrust him with the care 

of the work at Barrow during your furlough year I will make are 
yangencnts for Perey to come out in rig senate 1939 (mot this 
year), to'teke his-additional year at Dubuque, returning in the 
sumer of 1940, when you will be coming out for your furlough 
yeere Please write me your final word with references to this 


Paithfully yours, © 


JS sPDS 


Sept. 
8th 
1938 


Dr. James G. Townsend, 
Director of Health, 
Office of Ind. Affairs, 
Washington, D.C. 


Dear Doctor Townsend: 


I heve greatly missed ay lack of contact. vith you during recent 
months. As long es everything seems to be moving along satisfactorily, there are so 
many other problems that occupy ay ettention that I fear [ am guilty of megleeting you. 
I often think of you with feelings of ceerer’ appreciation and satisfaction i wish 
thet I could see H bees oftener. 


The purpose of this eb ba is to A with you some tabescetee 
that hes come to me from our missionaries at Point Berrow, Alaska: ire and Mrs. Klere- 
koper. Mr. Stereenper hes written me about the situation ip rether s restrained manner, 
but hie wife hes written moré freely. I know her very well. She is a fine young wo- 
men and 1 am sure thet she would nat be guilty of misrepresenting the situation in eny 
way. Neither of them want to play the part of missionary martyrs and they are enduring 
the hardships of the Berrow field not only without any compleint but in « spirit of true 
sportamanship. It eppears from their letters thet the Government sent two men up to 
Barrow this summer to investignte conditions there. Mr. Klerekoper stetes that they 
have been investigcting everyone of the white race excepting Dr. George, with whom they 
are staying. It seets rather unfortunate that the investigation has been carried on 
from that base, for there is great fear that they have been prejudiced by Dr. George 
end by some of the malcontents who ere ape.oun to Jag ib aencgee which. they en ter'tan 
especially toward Leut. Morgan. . 


I am enclosing a copy of re. ‘Kigbeusperte letter. She sa been 
helping as @ nurse in the hospital because she is a fully trained, registered nurse, 
whenever she was needed. She is not given to hysteria or to tale-bearing. I am on 
thet her motive in writing was simply to give me a true picture of the situation, and 
I an passing it on to you so that you may have it to place side by side with eny re- 
ports which you receive from the two investigetors who were sent ie there by the Office 
of Indian Affairs or by the Departgent of the Interior. 


I am enclosing also & copy of Mr. avikeceels letter which deals 
with matters pertaining to our chureh policy. Our Presbyterian form of government of 
course must be followed in desling with all questions that have to do with the disci- 
plining of the members of & Presbyterian church end with the matter of the marriage re- 
lationship, and Mr. Klerekoper very naturally is guided by our Yirectory of Worship in 
guch matters. I do not entertain for & moment the idea that the government investigstors 
would have anything to say regarding the manner in which Mr. Klerekoper manages his mis~ 
sion, unless he was guilty of violating the moral code in his relation te the natives ~ 
which ¥ me is utterly GE TRIARAP AO). wich him as I do. 


Sheet 2 - Dr. Janes G, Townsend - 9/8/88 


The manner in which the missionary distributes Christmas gifts out of 
mission boxes that are sent to him is quite beyond the purview of any government 
investigators, and I suppose that there are very few missionaries anywhere in fields 
of that kind who are free from criticism on the part of some of their constituents 
regarding the way in which they distribute gifts. I heartily share Mr. Klerekoper's 
feeling that entirely too much has been given away by missioneries; and I have often 
Wished that our constituents here in the States would not send so many gifte to mis- 
Sion stations to be distributed among natives whom we are trying to influence to adopt 
the Christian way of life. It would be far better if we could present the Christian 
message to these people without influencing their attitude toward Christianity and 
the Church by the material benefits which they receive through the mission boxes thet 
are sent by well-meaning people here in the States for the missionary to distribute. 


It occurs to me to say that you mey. feel perfectly free to write 
directly to Mr. and Mrs. Klerekoper for any further information that you may wish to 
have concerning the local situation. You can depend upon the absolute truthfulness | 
and clarity of any representations that they may make. — , , 

With warm personal regards, I am 


Feithfully yours, _ 


J#S:BH 


Y Barrow, Aleska 
Aug. 18, 1958 


Dear Doctor Somerndike: 


The enclosed letter was written by Fred yesterday and copied by me 
at his request this morning. But as 1 read it over I thought that there were a few 
things he had not said, which might help to clear things up a bit - so I am adding 
them under my own name. 


Fred left last night to go east as far ag Beechey Point. Almost 
every family from further east than that are already here in town, so he did not 
figure that going further was worth while. He went with his own bost and the Pandora, 
the Kogers-Post Memorial Expedition boat, and they are going to have a try at finding 
the Russian plane while they are there. It seems extremely likely that it sank off of 
Beechey Point. The Pandora crew wanted to try it, and Fred was glad to go along with 
them, since he had to go anyway and it would be much cheaper for him to go along with 
them. They sre towing our boat snd will use both in the search. They ere all equipped 
with dreg hooks and rope, etc. Fred will stop along the way to preach and do his regu- 
lsr itinerary work. I expect they pier be gone about a. “week if weather is good, maybe 
two weeks if it isn't. 


Now about the investigation: Two men came up, one a lieutenant of 
the Signal Corps, end the other representing the construction department of the Bureau 
of Indian Affairs. The former has been making inquiries about Mr. Morgan, end the other 
of the rest of the community. Many false charges have been brought against Mr. Morgan 
by natives who do not like him or have been told toe say things by others who do not like 
him, chiefly about misappropriation of government property. We know from our experience 
with him that he is very careful about government stuff, and we are confident that he 
will be able to prove most of the charges false. We feel sure that those at the bottom 
of it all are Alfred Hopson, Mr. Daughtery (former school teacher), and Dr. George. Al- 
fred Hopson is sore at Mr. Morgan because two years ago when the doctor's house was be- 
ing built he was found to have been spending tine for which he was being paid, getting 
up a petition to have Dr. Maurer removed. He was getting all sorts of people to sign 
it, even children, so we heard. Yany of them said efterwards that they did not know 
what they were signing. Mr. Morgan fired him. Mr. Deughtery was sore at Morgan because 
he happened to go on furlough the summer after the Rogers-Post crash. They had been pro- 
mised the furlough before the thing happened, but Daughtery thought they had gone out 
just for the publicity. He was very jealous of the publicity the Morgans got, though the 
Morgans hate ite They avoided it as auch as possible but couldn't help a lot of it. Al- 
so during the building of the doctor's nouse, Mr. Morgan suggested to the Indian Office 
thet iy. D. be put im charge of installing the furnace, since he is a plumber by trade; 
but after having worked on it «. while end making @ complete mesa of it, the office asked 
to heave Mr. Morgan finish it. J) ab did not go so good. 


Daughtery had alse told the workmen that they should get beat 
wages, and they struck for them. Morgan got them fifty cents a day more and told them 
they could take that or quit. they decided to keep on working. Daughtery was always 
stirring up the people, trying to get wore from the Government; end then when it wes re- 
fused, blaming the Government or someone here. That is one reason why the people do not 

like the present teacher more, who has really done more toward making them able to to sup- 
port themselves than Daughtery ever did; but they worship Daughtery's memory because he. 
was for giving them so much relief supplies, etc. He was always talking about how he was 


constantly working for them snd leaving « definite impression that the reat of us weren't, 


* 
Beh 


and thet the reason he was leaving was not because his education was not up to the 
new requirements but because we whites hed it in for hin end that he was « martyr to 
the cause of the natives. | | 


Dr. George has worked on the same principle, promising to use 
his influence to get the community electric light and # big diesel-motored boat for 
welrusing, and goodness knows what ll, so that some of the people think he is quite 
the thing. Now Morgan's idea snd ours (also Burkher's) is not to get more things 
given to the people but to develop oil or some other commodity by which they can get 
their own things. The doctor has been very busy looking into community business but 
has been most remiss about his own affairs. I could give you meny specific instances 
of gross criminal negligence on his part in the care of the sick, but perhaps you 
would not like to hear it all. However, if you do ever need to know specific things 
ebout him, 1 can surely give them to you. It hes been impossible to get along with him. 
Personally + feel sure he is mentaliy unbalanced. No normal person could do all the 
queer and vindictive things he does. His wife told me once that he had suffered a very 
bad skull fracture in playing football and that it had wrecked his nerves. Maybe that 
accounts for part of it. Dr. Levine told us once that he was sure he was & paranoic. 
Since the investigators have been here he has been seen visiting ‘the sick most industri- 
ously, some of whom he had not seen for months, and also many a tine he has had a little 
conference with some native about to be questioned by the investigators in the hospital 
coal-~shed; and then the native would come out and go into the house. It looks very bad. 
He has shaken his finger in the fece of a native woman who was telling the truth, end 
Scared her so she could hardly answer; ond when she still truthfully but weakly answered 
"yes" (Ee, in *skimo), the doctor turned to the investigator and seid, "She says "not". 
He has many of them so scared that they say whatever they think he wants them to. Some 
of the natives say they like him, but they sre ones whom he has been nice to because 
he has needed them or because they hope to benefit by his eivic improvements. But most 
of them seem to fear and sose to violently hate him. } ai net: vk, aN ae ae is 


ity, Morgan, like the rest of us, tried to be helpful to the doctor 
when they first came; but he so rudely refused all offers of help and made it so clear 
that he did not want any advice, and then began accusing Morgen of giving out confidential 
information from telegrams that Mr. Morgan neturally resented it. In some instances it 
Gid look to ome who would not bother to inquire that he hed done so, but it was when Mor- 
gan hed personally received identical information. 4n ordinary man would have asked, but 
not the doctor. He never believed an explanation anyway. He talks fine. The investiga- 
tors have been taxen in. But if they Lived here long enough with him they would find out. 


"ouldn't you think that a doctor would be glad to have had Dr. Le- 
vine and “r, Foord here with their fully-equipped laboratory, and would have been interest- 
ed in seeing the results of their examinations and have acted on the information contained 
therein to treat the sick? But although the information was offered to him, he never used 
it. | 


Well, they ere going to be moved to Bethel in a week or two, thank 
goodness, but it will teke e long tixe to umdo all the damage he has done, and it can never 
all be repaired. I have told you all this and there is much more that I could ssy if it 
would do any good, beceuse I want you to understand that testimony he hes instigated ageinst 
the rest of us is not to be relied upon. Please do not think badly of me for telling you 
about it. Fred did not want to beceuse he said it looked badly to run down another worker, 
but I thought that as long es we were telling you conditions here we ought to let you in 
on the whole picture. : 2 we , y | “Vita int 


| When ir. Hirst of the Indian Office was here lest summer, we told 
him that we hed tried to get along with Ur. George but could not and that he seemed most 
unreasonable. He said that the doctor was just distracted because his wife was going to 
“have « baby and was not at all well, and that he felt sure that when the baby was born the 
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Y Barrow, Maske 
Aug. 17, 1938 


‘Dear Doctor Somerndike: 


I suppose you hear many stories of the trouble of missionaries 
80 this one will just help to swell the list. It haa been our policy to keep these 
things to ourselves, rather than to burden you with them for at best troubles are — 
miserable things. Now, however, they have taken a turn and are not our troubles only 
but seem to have beconie public property. 


I wrote before to you about the He ae you received from the 
village cmakaat which Ll investigated, but mo one knew its nature or else were unwilling 
to say. it now appears that the same message was sent to the Government. The Govern- 
ment sent two men up here to investigate conditions: They have been investigeting every- 
one here of the white race except “r. “eorge, with whom they are staying.. Mr. Brower, 
Mr. Burkher, Mr. Morgan, and apparently myself. ome of the Eskimos have come and told 
me the questions they have asked. They all pertain to church policy, and es I see it 
it is nome of their business although I haven't told them so. For example, it has been 
the policy of the elders, continuing a custom which existed when I came, and which has 
' Rever occured to me to chenge, to shunt. those who were not permitted to perteke of com- 

munion because of immorality, etc., into the gallery during the communion service. I : 
never said anything sbout it end they have continued to do so. Now the malcontents of 
this condition have told the investigator that I separate the sheep from the goats in 
church services. 


4nother thing which I understand they have compleined about is 
thet I make them wait six weeks to be married, ‘his is untrue es to time, for it is 
only & month, and the rule is not mine though I encouraged it, but the session's. Agein 
I have permitted the policy of Dr. Greist to continue in snnouncing the engagement of 4 
couple s month in advance of their marriage. I have found this a good policy. For ex- 
ample, when on the eastward trip, 1 married 4 couple who wanted to be married right a- 
way. I later found that the boy was shiftless, going about from camp to camp, since he 
hed no family of his om to sponge on. I met the father of the girl about a day snd a 
hsif down the trail sand he said that had he been there he would have objected. The young 
people had both assured me that they had their parents' permission. Another cease which 
Ur. Morgan tells me of is to the point. “here was a young man who came to him with a girl 
and a license, wanting to be married at once. (He wes commissioner then.) At the same 
moment another girl was having e baby in the hospital end he was the father. The marriage 
was stopped and he married the other girl. they are now living happily together. Another 
case under my own observation was of e young fellow here who had an understanding with a 
- girl and on the strength of it provided fuel end food to her femily during the winter. 
This spring another young man came and said he would like to have me announce the engage~ 
ment of himself to the girl. I did, not knowing anything «bout this other arrangement, 
and at the next session meeting the former young man made a protest. I was very glad I 
had not married them on the spot. the decision of all parties concerned was thet of 
course the girl should have the young man of her choice, but that if she chose the second 
one ber family should return the food. They agreed to do this. All this business wes 
done through the session. It provec the wisdom of the regulation to announce the engage- 
ment. According to the Directory of Worship of our Church (chapter 12, article 6) "The 
purpose of marriage ought to be published 4 proper time previously to the solemization of . 
it. It is enjoined on all ministers to be careful, etc., ete.” The wisdom of our Scotch 
spiritual fathers hus been demonstrated time and tiue egain on this far-flung field. How- 
ever, if those who desire & hurry-up marriege, so desire they may go to the Commissioner. 
But the good name of the families involved is often et stace in a . hursy-ap affair. 


i also understand there has been sowe statenent made ageinut oy 
stend on dancing. You undoubtedly renember thet in your office I promised you to have no > 
part in it. This I have done. Dr. Greist used to suspend church members for taking part 


in Eskimo dancing ~ on what grounds 1 do not know ~ but I have never done this. In fact 
IT made a talk to the people to the effect that the question was one they would have to 
decide for themselves; that if they felt right about it in their hearts and before God 
and the Bible, they should go ahead. I also told them my own view was opposed to it. 
This is also a matter of seesion record. 


I am going into detail on these things because there may be some 
specific charges brought to your attention. ‘they have called in all the malcontents of 
the community and lined up charges against everyone. I also understand some one has seid 
I have sold mission property and pocketed the proceeds, especially mission box things. 
This is a bald lie, :nd 4 ean only feel sorry for the one who would stoop to such a state- 
ment, .As Mrs. K. and the women who help her will witness, the large bulk of the mission 
box things are given eway at Christmas time. “ith between five and six hundred people to 
wrap packages for, it is not easy to make things come out even. Some things are left 
over (though not. much), and some thihgs keep coming in the mails from time to time. The 
things not given away at Christmas ere traded to men who have done some work on mission 
property, at Netive Store prices. Thus last year when the wershouse was being built, 

We encouraged the men to take as much of their pay as possible in mission box stuff, so 
as to cut down whet we would have to charge the Soard for. We considered that thet was 
part of the function of the mission boxes. The people still got plenty - sometimes we 
think too much ~ given to them «t Christmas. In other missions one reads about the 
‘people being happy to receive a little bag of candy or a doll or some little thing. 
Here we give to grown-ups e& well es children, and in the packages of the needy child 
you would find probably a suit of underwear, enough cloth for a snowshirt, perhaps a 
dress or mittens or stockings, besides toys end books. The seme with the adults, The 
Greists felt, and we feel also, that it is not good to pauperise the people but thet 
they should be willing to do something in return for what they get. At Christmas we 
give things away freely. The rest of the time, if possible, we trade the mission-box 
things for work. : be ag eat 


. As to selling mission-box things, we do that but not for our ow . 
profit. We could not see the difference between paying in goods for work done on mis- 
sion property and selling some of the things to whites and others who could pay cash, 
end using the money thus obteined to pay those who do work on mission property. We keep 
three separate marked purses. One is labeled "Personal", another "Mission Box" and the 
last "Hymn Books*. The hymn books which we sell for fifty cents, just to make the people 
take better care of them, help us to buy new hymn books. %e have had many requests for 
books to be taken to the eastward. So far we have refused them because we have none too 
many here. But gradually we are getting a few more. We sent for some this summer. 


ine There are e few things which come in mission boxes which we need in 
the house, end Nan sometimes taxes a little of the yard cloth for dresses or snowshirts. 
Do you feel that we should not do this? We feel justified im so doing because so many 
of the letters we receive with the boxes ask us what we would like to have for ourselves, 
or tell us outright that we are to help ourselves or label certain packages within pack- 
ages for us personally. We do not take much - not nearly as much as we could use - and 
we elwaye let others have first choice. We have sometines thought we should not do this 
but on all other scores our consciences are perfectly clear. Please give us your opinion. 
We often trade our personal goods, such as flour end sugar, for mission work too, ond very 
often buy things which we do not went or need in order to help someone out. 


This whole investigation has been hard on everyone, but I would not 
give you the impression that all the people have been in on it. The instigator of it all 
ig an elder of the church and his brother, whose name is Hopson. They stirred up « lot 
of trouble for Dr, Greist, as I am sure he would tell you. He is a half-breed who com- 
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bines the worst features of the white man and the Eskimo. The suspicion he hee created ~ 
through this will take two or three months to overcome by the most careful living; for 
people will now watch our every move. We were encouraged last Sunday night by having 
& record number of people in church, the highest attendance except for holiday seasons. 
Three hundred and ninety was the number, and the attendance hes been very much higher 
than usual lately. I hope that this has been a means of showing their confidence. — 


Very sincerely yours, 


FRED KLEREKOPER 
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Rev. Fred. 4. Klerekoper, iu eat ey 
Barrow, Alaska 


Dear Fred: 


I have your letter of August 17th and algo Nan's letter of August 
18th. This must be considered an answer to both letters. As a matter of fact, 
I knew nothing about the two investigators which the Government sent to Barrow 
this summer, and I knew nothing about the situation to which you have referred. 
I will be frank in saying that no compleints have come to us against either youl. 
or Mrs. Klerekoper. Indirectly I heve received reports ~ the truth of which I did 
not credit for a moment - and 1 heve refeningd from mene them WP with y | be 
I did not treat them seriously. 


Of course the \iedasteemeee have nothing to do with the aff 
thet pertain to the business of the church. The manner in which you. hendle As 
matter of marrying the natives is something thet is left entirely to your 
judgment; and so long a8 you do not violate any of the provisions of our) oj ie 
of Worship, no ome could possibly complain. Every church is a unit in itself, end 
whatever arrangements the pastor and seasion agree upon - ‘providing they ere in oie 
mony «ith our form of government and Directory of Worship - constitute the final word. 
It seems almost unthinkable that government investigators should spend any time deal~. 
ing with questions of that character. Neither do they have anything to do with the _ 
manner in which you dispose of the gifts that are sent to you in mission boxes. You 
are expected to use your own judgment in the disposition of these gifts, and I hearti- 


ly approve your policy of using some of them as payment for work which the people do, | 


instead of paying them eash. We have always recognized thet &s being a perfectly le- © 
gitimate use of the material that is sent in missionary boxes. Of course you are al- 
ways confronted with the possibility of dissatisfaction in the distribution of Christ-. 
mas gifts; but no sane person could find _ fault with you for the manner in which 

you handle such matters. 


I have taken the liberty of writing to my friend, Dr. fubhnena’ who) 
is in chaske of the medical service in the Washington Office, regarding this whole met- 
ter, and I have given him in confidence some of the information contained in Nan's lLet- 
ter regarding Dr. George. It seems to me that it is due him es the one who appoints 
the physicians in charge of government medical institutions to have this information. 
He will keep it in confidence and will not embarrass Nan by using it in any way that | 
would cagheaite you or her in any way. — 


I am sorry that you and Nen have saul disturbed by this situation. 
It all seems to be so childish anyway; but I realize to whet lerge proportions these 
emall matters cen grow in a ween rs like shaolin where you are so _deolated free other 
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interests that every little thing that has to do with personal relationships and pre- 

judices becomes a matter of community excitement and gossip. Mothing can shake my con- 

fidence in you end Nan. I have said that before and I repeat it with greater emphasis 
‘Row. I will stand by you elways, as I promised to do, and you may be sure that I will 


never be influenced by anything less than proof of some dereliction ~ of which 1 know 
that both of you would be quite incapable. 


With best wishes and regards, I an : | 
( egdthtully “youre, © cP) 70K0 7508 Gey beeY sve! 
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Septenber 16th, 1988 


Rev. Fred G. Klerekoper 
/ Barrow 


i Rear Fred: 


t drink jou wild be openly onnbeclbly ache ue : 


‘ @ letter ‘en Dr. Tomeend, Director of Health in the Office of ! 
Indien Affaire which I am enclosing herewith. I know Dr. Tomsend 
\wery well, He is # lovely gentlomn ant very symethetic towmrd — 
gar missionary works He has always been very cooperative. I 
Waink that Wiis letter. oxplains the presencs of the investi gators 


et Barrow and will free your mind fron eny sueploion that they — 
were samt to investigate any of the affairs of our mission or of — 
yoursel’. I hope that the new doator who has arrived will prove 
to ve the kind of man with whom you and Lieutenant Morgan can 
cooperate ina helpful wiyse I know that you will do everything 
possible to develop @ eooporative spirit for the sale of hoiae 
mativeds ag well as for your tutval happiness. a eae 


With best wiaheag (2 an 
| Faithfully yours, 


JMS 2 PDS 


ta 
fc 
Io 
ix 


Mre Je Me Somerndike 
156 Fifth Ave. 
New York, N. Y. 


Dear Mr. Somerndike: 


I have received you recent letter enclosing copies 
of comaunications from Mr. and Mrs. Klerekoper of Point Barrow, 
Alaska, relative to the recent visit of a representative of the 
Indian Office and @ representative of the War Departments 


The Indian Office representative referred to is iis 
Earl De MoGinty, who was appointed recently as Supervisor of Con~ 
struction in Alaskne His duties include the supervision of ca — 
struction of Indian Service hospitals in Alaska, and he was sent 
te Point Barrow to inspect om new hom itel building and ascertain» 
how construction has proceeded and assist Mr. Brower, who as you 
know waa epecates a8 Sopered ane of Cons taue th on. om, the job. 


The Office received 4 mmber of calle proms alleging 
firregulerities in connection with the construction of the staff 
quarters and mlsing tal je agninst i. Brower and Liewtenant Morgane 
ir. MeGinty wes accordingly instructed to find out all he eculd with 
reference to these charges while at Point Barrows Tvidently the War 
Department else sent a representative to Point Barrow at the same 
time to look into the charres against Lieutenant Morgans The report 
of the Indien Office representative has not yet been receiveds 


The Health Division enters inte the ploture only 80 
far as our physician at Point Barrow may be involvede While we 
have not received definite word from Alaska, I assume that Dre Sher 
arrived at Point Parrew on the NORTH STAR, together with the two — 
representatives referred to abeve, and that Dr. George has left Point 
Barrow, coming out on the NORTH STAR. With this change in physicians 
I am hoping that the situation will improve and that Mir. Klerekoper 
and Lieutenant Morgan will be able to cooperate with Drs Sher te the 
fullest extent and he with them. 


Thank you very much for your letter and ite enclosures, 
I hope cay eeen: ee POR seeing you wag ystersti ns! metingaa 
near ahaha 
Sincerely yours, 
(Signed)  § de Ge TOWNSEND 


Director of Health 


PRESBYTERIAN MISSION 
AT 
BARROW, ALASKA 


FREDERICK G. KLEREKOPER, MINISTER 


October 14,1938 


Dr, JM. Somerndike, 
156 F2fth ANC ey 
New York, N.Y. 


My dear Dr, Somerndike, 


Enclosed please find twenty dollars (‘3}20.00) 
which lir, 0.D. Morris has paid on his former debt to the hospital, 
This leaves a balance of fifty-six dollars and ninety—three cents 
(956.08) according to my figures, plus the interest. I have given 
him a receipt. 


Sincerely yours, 


Aucetl 


Reve Fred G. Klerekeper 
Harrow 

Aiaska 

Dear Fred: 


In @ letter from Miss Bannan received today she 
refers to the possibility of taking a furlough next summers 
She also states that you are plaming to take a furlough at 
the same time. Miss Bamman must be mistaken about your plang 
to come back to the States on a furlough next year, because 
uuder the Board's rule you are granted a year's furlough | 
after each five years of service, and you will not have been 
in Sarrow five years next summer. 3 


t am waiting for a reply from you alse with satan 
enee to Percy Ipalook coming back to Dubuque and taking 
another year of work. I would like to have him come out next 
sumer and take his year of work in Dubuque, as I wrote you, 
but I am wondering what provision oan be made to take care of 
‘his work during his absence. Will you kindly let me know 
whether you have any suggestion to make regarding this matter? 


Faithfully YOUrsy 


JMS sPDS 


FREDERICK G. KLEREKOPER, MINISTER 


PRESBYTERIAN MISSION 
AT 
BARROW, ALASKA 


Nov, 1,1938 


Dr, JM. S rndike, 
156 Tifth Ave., 
New York, hake 


My dear Dr, Somerndike, 


It seoms a long time since I addressed a letter 
to you and time has continued to bring with it many changes and joys 
of which I mst tell you, You will no doubt remember in my last 
letter that We were bemoaning the fact that the troubles in this 
field might have to become public. Since that time the boats have come 
and gone and taken with them the greatest source of our trouble and 
brought us meh satisfaction, The trouble was Dr, George who no 
one in the village was able to get along with and I am sorry to have 
to include myself in that list. But he is cone and the satsifaction 
we now have takes the form of the new doctor, Dr, Scher, He is 
Jewish and has none of the Christian background that we would like 
to see in a doctor here but he is reasonable and a gentleman, t wo 
virtues mich needed in a physician in so small a village as ours, 


To go back to the trouble, it turned out 

to be an investigation of if. Morgan and Mr. Brower for alleged 
misdealings, lir. Morgan has been completely exhonerated by his 
office and li, Brower has been relieved of his position as for: 
of construction on the hosptial building, The natives who started 
this have not reached their desired ends. The one most active, 
Alfred Hopson, an elder of the church and presédent of the Reindeer 
Company feels ashamed of his actions I am sure. The people are 
beginning to understand his motives better and if I am not mistaken 
he will be relieved of his office as president in the near future, 
He has not been attending the meetings of the Session of the church 

ince June although he has continued to attendschurch, The elders 
are feeling this and have made remarks in the session meetings to 
that effect saying that the people are losing confidence in him, 
On the other hand the elders have been solidly with me as are the 
people of the church and what mp ever he has said or done it has 
had little effect of a permanent value, For a time I admit I was 
in a quandry, I am sure you understand ae * is easier for people 
of another race to become suspicious of a rather than one of 
their own race, Time has proven that the whole thing was a farce 
put primitive veople are not long sighted, 


The Christmas packages from the friends in the 
States were larger an d more numerous than before which gave us 
cause to be thankful again for the new warehouse, The paint sippy 


iin 


came in fine shape and as soon as the weather permits the buildings 
will eet their mich needed cover. The new stove parts arrived 

and will soon be installed and li, Morgan and I have completely 
overhauled the Kohler and put in the new magneto. No more cranking. 
All Nan has to do is turn the switch and the lichts go on, Strange 
as it may seem that is a great satisfaction, We missed Captain 
Backland this year and hope that he will come next year, ‘Some of 
the things in our order went astray but we will be able to mangge. 
For example, we did not receive any vegetable and were envisioning 

a year with noodles ete, instead of potates, no eggs, bacon and the 
like, Captain Whitlam of the North Star is a good friend of ours and 
when he heard of it sent in word thet we could get our yeark supply 
from the ship's stores if we would replace them in Nome, We were 
only too glad to do this, That night we ate our fill of potatoes, 
and carrots and the next morning we had fresh grapefruit, 


In connection with the church work there.are two new things 
which we have introduced that we hope will make things better. I 
was reading a book hot Lofgzago called “The Elder and Hlis Work" 
published in 1883 in Scotland by David Dickinson and by our Board of 
Publication and Sabbath School Work in 1902,you may be acquainted 
with it, It mentioned the fact there that the parishes of Scotland 
are divided into districts with an elder in charge of each, We have 
divided the town into districts and the eldexvs have been having 
wonderful results. Metters of faith and CHristie# living have come 
to light that were not evident before, The Elders arse taking 
their worlfseriously and ané helpins the people a great deal, This 
has given me much material for sermons and helped a lot in visitation. 
The other thing which we ‘have done is to fay ee, the system of 
tithing, Barrow had its first Every Member Canvass two weeks ago 
Sunday and there was not one person that was not willing to do it. 
There are many problemms connected with‘’this and I am writing to 
Dr, Weber for suggestions, For example, there are only two men 
in the congregation that draw salaries, The rest are hunters and 
trappers. I do not believe you could gather twenty dollars in 
cash in all the natives homes in the village. How shall we handle 
such things as seal skins when the only way the stores handle them is 
with trade goods? What shall we do with walrus meat, reindeer etc,? 
It will take time to see the way clear on this but I am sure it will 
come, It has been a time of faith testing for some of the people 
where there is real poverty, Nan and I have tithed ever since we 
drew our first salary and that is a good talking point. The Sunday 
evening following the canvass we had a consecration service, I wish 
you could have been there, 


I am expecting to go to Vainwright next Monday if the conditions 
of travel permit. We have no ice in the ocean at present and haven't 
seen an iceberg since August. This will make travelling difficult but 
I think we will get there, 


Very sincerely yours, 


Narrative of Labors in and Around Barrow, Alaska. 


This has been a busy month in Barrow. With the beginning of 
school came the new teachers, Mr, and Mrs, Burkher and their children. 
Mr, Burkher bndught with him a team of very fast dogs which were used 
for racing near the city of Nome, Of course the people were shy at first 
as Eskimos always are about meeting strangers, But they soon learned 
to know this fine family. When My, and Mrs, Burkher came to church 
the people knew at once that they had one good point because in Barrow 
people go to church regularly, We have as high as two hundred at prayer 
~ . meeting, Sunday school, Morning worship, afternoon service and evening 
worship. hs 
— 4” 
( ' Many of our people are exposed to and die with thberculosis. y Even the Pi. 
, best leaders in our community get it. When Dr, George imows of a case 
\ he at onee advises then to be put in the isolation houses which have 


\ been built in the village. These sod houses are warm and comfortable. a 
| the mornigg sorvice someone suggests that we go to a sod house and sing - 


. F * 
Vo Le : | One of the things the people here is to sing and hear singing, ,~Often after 
| for one or another of the shtit-ins, Fifty to sixty will @ften encircle : 
a house to sing the songs of comfort to the lonely, joy to the sorrowful a 
| hope to the downcast. My heart goes out to these sufferers with their ¥ 
|} slowly wasting bodies and energies, {If only something could be done ‘i f 
AbDOUt-it;~~A-santbariurwtth proper Tood and care would cause many to ff 
recover who will die under present conditions, rd a 
} i 
Here is something which I do not suppose many people think about ef 
when they are packing "mission boxes" for Barrow, The wood is one of the © 
most useful things about the box, It is used to make shélves, floorw ‘ 
tables and the like, Several men who ar too old tdzet their ‘owh wood 
from ug the beach sent little boys to our house to ask for wood, That : 
is where the mission "boxes" go, The contents of the boxes are put 
up on the shelves of the fine new warehouse until Christmas’time. Then 


Simi 
ae one in the village is forgotten, Whenever a new baby is bern @.complete 
outs given it with which to start life. It is a happ i; 


y thought that God's ; 
goodness, begun when the child was given’life, is comtinued in the first 
act of kindness toward the baby on earth, by those who love Him and His ‘er 
followers in far wway lands, j 7 


I mentioned the new warehouse in the above paragraph.Jt is the joy of 

our lives and not ours only. Here Mrs, Klerekoper and her assistants 
work just before Christmas seeing that the many members of the many 
families get something. After Christmas the large “upper room" will serve 
as a place to wash the children and their clothes for this will be the 
"iothers' Club Room" ,. Here once a week the mothers will come with their 
babies in their parkas to give them baths, They will be given milk and 
mush for their babies and hardtack and tea for themselves. Dowmstairs 
is the tracttr room. We now have a stove in to heat the tracbor with 

which is much saferjmethod of warming it up than the open flame burners, | 
There is also a storage room for hardware and a coal room. This place ? 
will be the center of many activities. Jt is large enough to accom 
modate all the whites at Thanksgiving and Christmas dinner, [4 may also 


serve as a dormitory for expéditions to the far north such as is now beineg 
planned by Sir Hubert Wilkins in search of the lost Russian fliers, 


" da AEN Mw A oe I aa is 
' a ye a Fae 7 


November 1st, 1938 


Revs F. ‘Ou Klerekop ar 
Point Barrow 
Alaska 


Dear Mr. Klerekoper: 


You have brought to me sanething new under the sun! 
i never knew that there was such a thing as @ "Presbyterian 
mixture.” Never again shell I be apologetio for my ene 
in what I choose to call my pet vice, mamely, smoking. if an 
eminent Seoteh divine oan get away with it, far be it from me 
to apologize for sharing the seme woalmess. ee ae 


Faithfully yours, 


JMS ¢PDS 


aa | ' Dec. 
| | 21st 
Pe Se: 1938 


Rev. Fred. G. Klerekoper, 
Pt. Barrow, Alaska 


Dear Fred: 


I have your letter eiatbhine $20 paid by Mr. Morris on his 
debt to the hospital, |I have turned the money order over to our Treasur- 
er aud it will be credited in our current accounts. 


es an will die to buy the snowmobile, gereg / and spere parts 
\ (ins Lt. Morgan offers for $250. I will send you #,check for this amount 
but it is with the understanding thet you will look the machine over care- 


Ms Y fully and make sure that it is going to be useful to you. It is a good 
Berg? ee: deal of money to spend for any kind of equipment unless we are sure that 
he | it is going to be worth that much money to us in conto mi 
‘Ae \ I must rely entirely upon your judgment in the watter, end I want to be 
iy \ absolutely sure that your deliberate jucgment coufiras the wisdom at the 
a baat 


I have read with much interest your letter of tebaabes Ist 
which arrived today. Since reading this letter, my conseience is very 
mach relieved because I was afraid that I had done Dr, George @ great 
injustice in demanding that the euthorities in Washington remove him. — 
from Barrow. From what you have written about Dr. George, it seems that 
I had the right hunch end thet his departure has really been beneficial 
to the whole commmnity. I am sure that you will work in close cooperation 
with the new doctor and I hope that in spite of the fact that he hes a. ° 
Jewish background you may find that you pare. enous - common hie make 
your fellowship with him congenial. | 


I deplore the investigation that wes necessary and the re- 
sults of it which heve more or less discredited Mr. Brower and which seem 
now to reflect upon the purity of the motives of Mr. Hopson, an elder in» 
our church. It seems that the Eskimos are pretty auch like the Indians 
here in the States. They have learned all the vices of the white man but 
few of his virtues, and they seem to take a delight'in getting into any 
kind of a subtle mixup which will discredit someone else. I hope that 
Hopson will be able to live it down so thet his influence in the church 
and his example as 4 Christian leader will not be hurtful to those who are 
younger in the Christian life. 
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I ann sorry that you did not receive all of the supplies 
that you ordered. I really wish that you would send me a statement of 
the things that were missing so that we can cheek up with the bills and 
demand a refund from the Seattle stores where the articles were purchased. 
I hope you will do this, 


I am delighted to Npilet thet you are giving your congre-. 
gation some real training in the organisation end work of the church. 
Surely they heed to know more about the genius of the church, its message, 
program, and real purpose in the world. ‘They need to understand also its 
significance in the light of the Scripture, and its relation to the build- 
ing of the Kingdom of God. I think that your idea of dividing the village 
into parishes, giving each elder a certain number of families of whom he 
will be the leader in spiritual things, is a very excellent ideas It 
ought to work well under such conditions as prevail at Barrow. It will © 
keep these elders spruced up to their very best, and it will provide a 
fine opportunity for them to become teachers of the people in anes fh that” 
heen) ‘the eaurets and the Christien Leo 


I recognize ‘the difficulty yon have in making Pa ne’ 
pledges which the people have made in the every-member canvass. Would 
it not be possible for you to make arrangements with the trader to take 
their seal-skins, walrus meat, reindeer, ete,, for cash so that they 
would be able to pay the cash over to the church to make good their 
pledge? That seems to me to be the only way that their pledges could 
really be paid so that they would be useful for church eonnney and be-+ 
nevolences. 


I am anxious to know several things about your future 
plans. First, will you please let me mow definitely when you expect 
to come to the States next year for your furlough. Second, please let 
me know what plans you would suggest to take care of the Barrow church 
during your absence. Third, do you recommend that Percy Ipalook be per- 
mitted to come out also next summer to take a year,.of additional study 
at Dubuque er would you prefer to defer his furlough until 1940, letting © 
him look efter the work at Barrow during your absence with permission to 
maxe oceasional visits to Wainwright. It is absolutely necessary for me 
to know about these things at the earliest eae moments | | 


With best nee I an 


. Faithfully yours, 


JUS: BH 


Dec. 
23rd 
1938 


Yr. John H. Scheide, 
Titusville, Pa. 


Dear Wr. Scheide: 


Knowing your interest in Fred and 
sn Klerekoper, I am enclosing a copy of a letter 
which I have received from them and which I an 
sure you and Mrs. eee wad be very mueh interest- 
ed in stip sees 


I am giad the map arrived safely 
end trust that Mrs. Scheide will find it satis- 
factory for use in connection with her presenta- 
tion of Alaske work to her women's organization. . 

With very best wishes, Ian 


Feithfully yours, 


‘Jus:BE 


Barrow, Alaska 
. Sept. 31, 1938. 


Dear Friends, 


I suppose you all think, ss we did before we had lived here, that little 
happens on the top of the world, and perhaps that is true, but when one is involved 
in everything that does happen, it makes it seem like 2 lot. So already snother 
year has slipped by, and here we are, unquestionably a year older, and possibly 4 
year wiser. Now we wish we were wise enough to tell you a whole year's news in — 
the course of one letter, but the state of our wisdom being what it is, we will con- 
tent ourselves by touching on a few highspots. 


We had a beautiful spring, and once the ice went out that was ell we saw 
of it. It has not reappeared. About e week ago we had a calm day, a rarity lately, 
and the sea started to freeze, so that we had a wintry sefscape for the day, but 
then the wind and current took it off again, Siberie must be piled high with ice, 
since all of ours seems to have gone in that direction. Tair UG Pa Ta a 


As soon as we could, we got our boat into the weter, and Fred made his 
regular summer trip to Wainwright, Nan and several others went along, We got off 
our course 6 little, into a big legoon, and that put us so. behind schedule that we 
were unable to beat a windstorm. The coast between here and Weinwright is strewn 
with wrecks, and we thought that our beat ribs might soon be weathering alongside 

them. Finally, five miles short of Wainwright, Fred decided to beach, for safety's 
seke. So we all jumped out as the boat struck the beach. By good fortune she did 
not turn sideways to the breakers, and we were able to haul her up out of harats 
way. The water was rising, however, 4s it does with an on~shore wind, so one of the 
girls walked into town to get more help. The rest of us put up the tent and got some 
Sleep, About seven in the morning a gang of men came out and hauled us ont so far 
thet when the weter went down again we were high and dry for sure. It was a long 
tremp into Wainwright, up and down all the way, with a strong wind in our faces, and 
we were tired and pretty hungry. We had @ nice time once we got there, and no trouble 
coming home. The storm had washed up on the beach numerous dead walrus. We stopped 
at several, end salvaged one pair of tusks and one whole oogruk (bearded seal) which 
we pulled onto the bow and brought home, The meat went for dog-food, and the skin 
was divided up, as the custom is, among the crew for boot soles, | . 


The mail boat had come in while we were away, so we had a lot of mail. 

After thet the big boats started coming in, Two Camedian boats pessed us, and be- 
sides the Northland (on which we saw a movie) and the North Star, we had a visit from 
a new boat, a little forty-footer from Los 4ngeles, nemed Pandora. It had come all 
that way with s crew of five men, only one of whom knew anything of navigetion, to 
put up a memorial to Will Rogers and Wiley Post. The envelopes in which these letters 
will be mailed are ones to commemorate the events We enjoyed their company ae great 
deal. Two of the men were ministers, and that companionship was a rare treat. We 
helped them out all we could with the monument work, and they were fine about helping 
in the church services. We had a stamp-licking bee one night, and I don't know how 


meny thousand stamps ve ettached to envolopes which were all bought by stamp collectors 
Those ony@lopes ore postmarked on the fifteenth of August. ered A . 


Fred wes very anxious to follow up a clue es to the possible location of the 
lest Russian plene, and the Pandore crew wore also interested, so they took a hurried — 


a\ 


“ » B= 


trip east to Thetis Island. Since Nan did not go along, the following is Fred's ac- 
count of that trip. | | 


Bach of us took a turn at the wheel for three hours, My turn came just as 
it was getting dusk, and I imew by the dark objects that came up and went down in the 
path of our boat that the seals were not umaware of our passing. The first morning, 
the wind came up and the sea was pretty choppy. It is harder to get east of Barrow, 
although in this case east is also south, than it is to get to Barrow. The east-west 
currents are dangerous, the north winds make the possibility of being erushed by ice 
floes a greater danger, and there are practically ho shelters. We found a lot of ice | 
as we rounded the Point. We stopped to teke on water from a lake on shere and to see 
how my boat, anchored in a legoon, was; then on again toward Thetis Island, telking 
shop most of the way with the two ministers. Im spite of the choppy see, a boat-load 
of natives came out from Koluvik to see us. They kmew who I wag, and were not es 
bashful as they were of the strangers, | | 


Arriving at Thetis, we set to work dragging for a possible plane with 
large treble hooks, mede of half-inch galvanized pipe attached to a half-inch rope 
that must have been a hundred yards long, We hooked one end of this to the Pandora, 
end the other we took in her ship's boat. This was. 4 little sort of row~boat, with 
a three-horse Johnson outboard motor on the stern. John Kayser and I were elected 
to use this little boat. As I have said, the sea was choppy. With icy water all 
about us, and with the heavy weight end drag of the line end hooks to hold us, the 
prospect was not pleasing, We put on life preservers and set out. We bobbed sround, 
but the boat was really too small to pull such a load. To add to our troubles, the 
stern was held down so far that the wavea kept washing in, John ran the motor, and 
I didn't have a spare minute from bailing. Our parkas were soaked after two hours’ 
of this, and we were both glad when they called us to dinner and the Pandora ren be- 
hind the island for shelter. We searched as best we could, the entire distance be- 
tween Thetis andSpy Islends, but found nothing. We thought we had something once ~ 
&@ spot where the compass spun eround, but it proved to be caused y the Tight never 
in the pocket of the skipper, whe is a picture fan. 


On our way home we steupad and had ee oO with the netive people et 
the only place where the weather permitted us to stop, and Kevs Roy Curtis of the » 
Christian Church of Hillsboro, Texas, brought the message. The service took place — 
iu e tent, and as we had uo grape-juice with us we used some of Roy's prune-Juice. 
The ship carried no bread, only hard-tack, but xe managed to find a rather dried crust 
of bread from a loaf Nan had given us when we started. In spite of it all, I do not 


' think communion was ever held wore solemly than this one, with fifteen people all 


told and the “wine” served in @namel cups. 


| On. the wey back we ran out of water, and not dita where to get any on 
shore we ran alongside of a big iceberg and. and Srom ‘ pool on ita Bans lot of sweet 
waters 


Our old standby’ Capt. Backland's seiner Holmes, did not come up this 
year, and at the last minute the Patterson took its place. This resulted in a good 
deel of confusion, snd we would ‘not now be having any fresh foods at ell (potatoes, 
onions, oranges, etc.) if the North Star's steward, "Sig", hed not been kind hearted 
and given us all we needed of the ships stores, to be replaced in Nome, Oh - we 
did get some fine fresh things, like carrots, cabbages, etc., from Unalakleet, a 
Little below Nome, where there are fine gardens. The Patterson made the trip this 
year in three weeks from Seattle, which is very fast when compared to the three 
months of the Holmes, so that if it continues to come up we will be able to get all 


the fresh things ve and straight from Geattley 


The North Star brought us some new ph Rey We have 4 new doctor, new ey 


» Bb 


nurse, and additional school teacher, and temporarily a man to finish constructing 
‘the hospital. Our white population has also increased because of en, additional 
trading family, the Morrisses, who have moved here from Cape Halkett, east of here. 
Our whites now number 20 or 21. Due to the failure of the Morris! new boat motor 
at & critical moment, they have 20 house to live in and five of them and a native 
girl are crowded into our Little one-room igloo, which last year served es a labora- 
tory, aud wes neant this year for e workshop, | 


Just before the North Star came in, @ pup was born to one of the 

Burkher's dogs, which now makes his home here. We naued him Paterson, Pat for short, 
because hie first home here was in a big wooden box from Paterson, N. J. He keeps 
us jumping. He ought to be a good dog, if parentage is anything. His father is 
Siberien, and his mother - though not of any special breed - was bred for racing, 
and hes been in some of the races around Nome. We think Pet will be fest and ere 
very sure he is intelligent, He was practically white when we got him, with a bray 
stripe down his back and tail, end gray lines between end around his eyes. He is 
getting & little darker now, but we think he will eventually look well as a leader 
for our team of blacks. His ears are very long, end atick straight up like a rab- : 
bit's. He is getting old enough now toe be somewhat of a problem child, but on the 
whole he is very good, He doesn't gnaw the furniture, and if we keep our boots, 


stockings, soeks and slippers in the bathtub, they are safe. 


The boats had no trouble getting in this year, with no ice in sight 
ell summer, but it is a treacherous country for bosts, as we cen testify. One morn- 
ing about 4 month after the Pandora had left, our chore boy woke us to say there — 
was trouble with the boat. I hed loaned the boat to a widow woman who has to help 
support an old grandmother, her nother end suell sister, besides her own child. » 
She needed to get some drift wood, end the weather was fine, so she got a couple — 
of men who knew the boat to run it and help her. hen they had gotten back it was 
late and still calm and “they hed not unloaded the boat or hauled it up on the 3 
beach, though she hed urged them to do so, Well, up came a suddea storm, like they 
do this time of year, and the men tried for an hour to wake us, uneuccessfully, 
before Harold came in and imocked on our room door, When Fred finally got on the — 
scene, our leunch looked a wreck. It had been a very useful little boat getting 
feed for the people end the dogs, giving a lot of pleasure as well as doing a lot 
of work, But that morning, the waves were breaking over her énd making pile drivers 
of the wood, part of which hed floated out. A whaling spear thet wes in it was. 
Griven through the bottom, end she sank on the beach. Full of sand and water, it 
was elmost impossible to pull her out. ‘The men who had left her there worked as 
hard as they could, getting themselves soaked in that icy water more than once; 

end finally with the help of many men end the mission and government trectors, we 
got her out and up on the beach. All the super~structure, which hed supported a 
tarpelin for shelter, was broken off, e number of the boards broken or sprung, end. 
how we will get her fixed up to work next summer it is herd to tell. It is not an 
impossible thing to do, since fortunately none of the ribs were broken, but we are 
almost washed up on boats. pa : Sawa aie 


Winter is coming late this years For the last week we have had steady 
high winds, but not maeh below freesing. There is not much snow on the ground exe 
cept in some drifts. Uost of it has been blown off, and the slippery ice from a thaw 
makes treacherous footing. We are thankful for it, for it.is also so warm further — 
south thet the mail is being delayed. We never yet have had tine to write all we. 
should before the mail, and eny delay in its outgoing is always welcome, though it 
4s the other way around when we ere expecting it in. We wanted to answer a lot more 
of your letters than we are going to be able to this time. Please forgive us. May- 


be you can blawe a lot of it #n the Christmas cards which have taken. more tine then 


the results warrant. . 
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PRESBYTERIAN MISSION 
AT 
BARROW, ALASKA 


FREDERICK G. KLEREKOPER, MINISTER 


Dec, 31, 1938. 


Dr. Je M. Somerndike . 
156 Fifth Ave, wae 
New York) N. Y, my 


Dear Dr, Somerndike, 

On this mail we are sending out our orders for the ye directly 

to Mr, Gould. There will be a plane in herefhe first February 
bringing a man to inspect the hospital, andjon that we have a few 
more small orders to send out that we haven't had time for this time. 


Most of the items on the orders are personal, tut there are a few 
items on the end of the Montgomery Ward and Schwabechér orders which 
we have put down to be charged to the Mission, end I want to explain 
my part of those to you. 


First, we ordered the following from Montcomery Ward because we fond 
them cheaper then Sears: 

12 blue willow cups, 6 saucers, 12 breed and butters, 12 dinner plates, 
12 glasses. Blue willow is the vattern of the dishes here alreesdy, 
except for one good and almost complete set which we save for best 
because I sm not sure that replacements cen be made in it, The 

"every day" blue willow set is about gone, so that we are very short. 


Then I have put dom a cake decorator. Perhaps you will want to cross 
that off, and if so, it will be all right. And a gallon of floor 
wax for the Linoleum. 4 


From Schwabacher Bros. we put down a half dozen brooms, 100 pounds 
of raw peanuts and a 25 1b, sack of popcorn. We had no peanuts 
sent in this year, and not nearly enough popcorn to fill the sackeé 
we give out at Christmas. We popped all we could beg from the 
neighbors, and most of our own, to eke out what had come in 
Mission boxes, and at that we could only put in each sack a 

cup of popcorn and 15 pieces of hard candy -- and two peanuts. 
Well, that was enough, and if we are short next year we will just 
not give it to all the people in the village, as we did this time. 


The things from Wards mount up to $18.46, with the rove hoist 
which Fred will tell you about, but I don't know how much the things 
from Schwabacher’s will come to; probably not very mech. 


We have both been over our ears in letter writing for the vast few 

weeks, Fred has a harder time than I do about it, because he has 

all his regular work to do besides this extra, while I cen let 

Hester do all the housework, and snend my whole time at letters, 

It is a good thing I can do that, too, or I woula never get through, 

I haven't yet finished my thankyous to the Missionary Societies. 
Sincerely yours, 


ee PRESBYTERIAN MISSION 
AT 
BARROW, ALASKA 


i 


FREDERICK G. KLEREKOPER, MINISTER Februery 28,1939- ” 


Dr. J.M. Somerndike, 
156 Fifth Ave., 
New York, N.Y. 


My dear Dr, Somerndike: 


I em glad you liked the "Presbyterian Mixture", 
Perhaps you noticed I opened it and tried a pive full, I mst sey 
there is something sturdy about the Seotch and if this is their 
Otho#dox tobacco I am afraid the undthogdox brand would be a little more 
than I coulda stend, Perhaps "Presbyterian Straicht" would be better thm 
the "Mixture", 


I cannot begin to tell you how hanvy we are at | 
the thought of going on furlough this year, I have never had the onnort- 
unity of meeting Nan's parents , I did write anf ask her father for 
her hand but the whole family relationship has been via the msils, It 
will be a real treat to meet them, Of course Nen is more then anxious, 
it beéng seven years since she saw them, We would Like to meke Princeton 
our headquarters and if possible get some courses under Dr, Brunner 
who we understand is giving the church things to think abayy. 


This brings me to a point thet hes Seas on our minds, 
There are many societies who are interested in Barrow Mission, We would 
like to make this relationship as vitel as possible and have been wondering 
what would be the best method, Should we have some such place as Prince- 
ton as headquarters and travel to the near outlying tovms? Should we plan 
to travel farther than one could reach conveniently on week ends? Are 
there any funds available for travel or would these have to asked as 
a prerequisite to our coming? We have made a list of the vlaces which 
have sent mission boxes snd Miss Vint has sent us a list of those who se 
are financially interested, There are 137 places which have sent 
mission boxes in the last three years. They stretch from New York to 
Washineton, The list that Miss Vint sent us as finencially interested 
in Barrow numbers 99, This includes individuels, S.Seclasses, churches, 
and missionary societies, These too, are scattered all over the U.S, 
This is an old list of financial givers but I think Miss Vint could 
give you a more up-to-date list, We would like to make those who send 
the mission boxes as intelligent about Barrow as possible so their gifts 
will not include such things as corsets and mffs, Certainly those who 
have given money for this place will be interested in the victmpes , ete, 
we have and will want to do more for a place about which théy Inow, 
Perhaps you heve some vlans for seeing these peonle., If so it will 
determine whether we enroll for courses at the seminary, We would Like 
to do the latter to keep mentally abreast of the time and use the 
year profitably. 


° aa 


About traveling from Barrow to the States: This is a difficult 
problem, It has been rumored here that the Northland , the Coast Guard 
cutter will not be coming up this year. If this is true the only other 
boat of any size is the North Star, On her way to Barrow the Nobpth Star 
wastes no time, On the return trip she stops at Kivalina for about two 
weeks and waits for the local peovle to kill deer to be taken to the 
various stations along the way and some for Seattle, They usually get to 
Seattle about Christmas time, ‘There are boats that run to Nome every 

SnoMtin during the summer belonzing to the Alaska Steamship Vommeny, From 
Nome it is not hard to get to the States. If there should be a mail 
plane in here about the time we leave it would be cheaver to take it than 
to spent a couple of months between here end Nome at $3,00 a dav eniece. 
there is the possibility of one of the smaller boats coming un here 
with mail early in the spring, They do not as a rule carry Bassencers , 
because they do not have the accomodetions nor the license, The Patter- 
son that brought our freight last year was wrecked on her way south. 

If she would have come this yeer it would have made a good way to get 

to the States, She had cabin space and took passengers, They had 
intentions of encouraging this part of the business. he only other 

way out is to fly which is very exvensive. Jlt cost me three hundred 
dollars one way to Kotzebue for my appendectomy, Should the meil plane 
come about July or August we probably could go out on it quite reasonably, 
for about half of what it would cost ofherwise. To sum up this complicated 
situation this seems the best way: To fly from here to Nome if there 

is a mail plane, or if there should be a small boat that would take us, 

or to take the North Star and arrive in Nome whenever she does. from 

Nome there are boats every month to Seattle. 


) The last time we came to the the States you arranged a pass for me 

| from Seattle to Uhicago via the Milwaukee line. Mr. Gould or Dr, 
Thompson managed to get an eastern clerry ticket. Could this be arranged 
again? 


It cost us $90.00 apiece to come to Barrow from Seattle on the 
North Star but as I said before we came direct, I think it will 
cost about twice as mech to get home if not more, Certainly to co back 
by the North Star would be the most expensive way of all. 


We have done en audacious thing, We have told our friends if they 
do not hear from us beforethe middle of June as to our whereabouts to 
write us in care of your office, If this will cause too mech inconvenience 
we can get in touch with some of our relatives on Long Island and have them 
re-route it to wherever we sre, 


Roy has been coming every day since your telegram and we hope to 
heve him in shape to carry on the work by the time we leave, ‘ie are 
just going into homiletics having finished a combined course on treology 
and apologetics, Would it be possible to arrange to have Roy licensed 
by the Yukon Presbytery at this distance? I think it would raise his 
status with the Deonlghere, 


We understand nowthet there sre to be three planes in here 
in the near future, I hdve that we may be able to answer your incoming 
letters and perhaps ask some more questions, 
ay 
With best wishes and regards, I am, « 
Sincerely yours, 


ACH 


: * . 
Board of National Missions of the Presbyterian Church in the U. Se Ae 
156 Fifth Avenue, New York, New York S 
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Ah LA~ iy, 


BARROW MISSION 
Barrow, Alaska 


March 2, 1939 


Dear Friends of Barrow Missions: 


This is to let you know, in case you do not know already, 
that the Board has offered us a year's furlough, to begin this summer. 
Although we did not expect it at this time, after thinking it all over 
we decided to accept, and now that it is decided, we are very happy 
about ite Not only will we be able to see my father, step-mother and 
baby brother, who will also be on furlough this year from Korea, and 
our other relatives and friends, but we are especially looking forward 
to the possibility of seeing at least some of you good people with 
whom we have so often correspondede Won't it be fun to see in the 
flesh those whose spirits we have dimly seen through their letters? 

Wo would like to live in a trailer, so we could get around to you = 
everyone! I suppose that will be hardly possible, seeing that you 
are scattered through thirty-four states and one Canadian province, 
but we would surely like to and will do the best we can to accomplish 
ite 


While wo are away, Roy Amoagak, one of our elders, will be 
in charge here. Mr. Klerekoper is doing all he can to train him in 
this short time we have, and we feel sure ho will be able to carry on 
allright. He will be able to confer with Perey Ipalook of Wainwright, 
if anything too hard comes upe He is an ox-school teacher, with a 
large and exceptionally attractive family, and even two grandchildren, 
although he is not so old as that might sounde He is very capable, 
and has a fine spirit. We hope that you will support him in your 
prayers and in the work os you would us, or even more SOs He will 
acknowledge the mission boxes you sond, but as ho will have a heavy 
load, and ovms no typewriter, ploase do not expect him to answer 
letters unless they are vory. urgent. 


The following yoar, Perey Ipalook plans to go to the States 
for further study, and during his absonee Roy will probably transfer 
down there. 


Andrew Akootchook, whose name you have also seen in the 
Prayer Calondar, has boen here this past fall and winter. He has had 
one operation for a‘minor ailment,. ond necds another. The new hos-= 
pital is just completed and Andrew will bo having that done soon, I 
supposes When ho is again able, ho will doubtloss return to Barter 
Island. In the meantime, he has done what he could to help heroe 


With best wishes to you all, and hoping to seo you, I romain, 
Yours truly, 


ANNA B. KLEREKOPER 


Mars 
Slet 
1989 


Rev. Fred. G. Klerekoper, 
Barrow, Alaska 


Dear Mr. Klerekoper: 


Ro doubt by the time this letter reaches you, you 
will have received the sed news of Dr. Somerndike's sudden death 
on March 14th. He was in the office the entire day before, ap-. 
parently in his usual good state of health. At three o'clock in 
the morning of the 14th he suffered 4 heart atteck which took him 
almost instantly. His passing has left « deep void in our work 
and in our hearts, but we are bravely trying to carry on as we 
know he would want us to GOs 


Your Letter of Pobraksy 28th has’ ids seen: re~ 
ceived, Regarding your travel arrangements in coming to the 
States this summer, we shall be obliged to let you work out this 
matter in the best way possible. The Board pays the travel of 
missionaries on furlough as fer as Seattle and return to their 
fields by the cheepest route. You can be guided by this policy 3 
and make your arrangements accordingly. We are asking the Treasur- 
er's Office to send you @ cheek for $300/as en advance on your ex~ 
‘penses. If you require an additional ount, kindly ret me know. 


I shall also try to gat/you the pass to ‘Cuicage, 
and heve it sent to you in Mr. Gould's care in Seattle; also the 
ne ere ; 


With veleaebe to your inquiry regarding visitation 
of bbe organizations interested in the Barrow work, after confer- 
ring with Dr. i. A. Cheppel, the Board's Secretary for Publicity, 
he advises me to write you to make your plans for whatever courses 
you desire to take et Princeton. Then if you are willing to devote 
some of your free time in the evenings or over week-ends to filling 

speaking engagements, he will meke all the arrangements for you and 
will teke care of all expenses connected therewith. I think if you 
will follow this plan the whole matter will be greatly simplified 
and you will also be able to take the courses et Princeton. 


We were glad to learn that Elder Ahmaogek is shaping 
up so well, and trust that he will be eble to carry on the work 
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satisfactorily in your absence. Will you kindly let me know what com 
pensation he is to receive? With reference to having him licensed, 
I would suggest that you write to Mr. Youel regarding this matter. 


I think also thet it would be a good plen for you 
to have a conference with Percy Ipalook before you leave in order to 
advise him regarding his oversight of the field in your absence. 

He has been under the impression that he was to transfer to Barrow, 
so I think he needs some straightening out. ~ 


If there is anything I can do to assist you in this 
or any other matter, do not heaitate to cali on me. | 


With best wishes, I an 


Very sincerely yours, 


UNIT OF ALASKA WORK. 
BH ' 


Ly PRESBYTERIAN MISSION 
AT 
BARROW, ALASKA 


FREDERICK G. KLEREKOPER, MINISTER 


May 26,1979 


Hiss Blanche Hopp, 
156 Fitth Ave., 
New York, N.Ye 


Dear Miss Hopp, 


Thank you for the telegram, You can imagine our 
surprgse and sorrow on learning of the death of Dr, Somerndike, 
We are looking forward to your airmail letter of March which should 
get here some time in July, We hove it will give us some details, 


It is hardly necessary for me to tell you how mch 
we will miss Dr, Somerndike and what a fine men he was to work for, 
I am sure you know how he helped us over many rough places. As I 
heave often written him, the satisfaction of having the "home office" 
solidly behind us gives us no little courage, We will slweys annreciate 
the confidence he placed in us and the many things he did for up. 
We have tried to live up to that confidence, * "y 


Thank you also for pernitting Roy to have the salary 
for which 1 asked, It is not large for expenses in this vart of 
Alaska are very high because of freight charges, but I think it will 
be enough, Thank you also for vermission to cerry on with our vace- 
tion plans. ‘this vacation will mean a great deal to us es lies, KMerekoper's 
parents are coming from Korea on furlough. 


We are busy trying to get things here in shape for 
leaving, ‘here is a possibility of a July mail boat from Nome. 
From Nome there are commercial boets each month. It is exnensive to 
live in Nome for any length of time so we ere hoving to time our arrival 
with the departure of Seattle bound boats. Average hotel charges in 
Nome are as meh es expensive places "outside", I believe the actual 
expense of traveling will be about *500.00 for both of us from here 
to Seattle, I do not know what exnenses east of there will be. 
When we wnet out last time Dr, Somerndike arranged a pass for me from 
Seattle to Chicago via the Milwaukee line, He also arranged a clergy 
ticket to be sent to Dr, Thompson in Seattle for passage east of Chicago. 
He made an allowance for food which I em not able to recall, If you 
have figures for our coming to barrow you will notice thet I am 
stating a mech higher travel expense than it took to get us here, 
This is due to the fact that we treveled direct from Secttle to Berror 
on the government boat the North Star, The charges then were three 
dollars a piece per day, The Norht Star does not make a direct return 
passage. Leave Barrow in September she visits many phacBs south of here 
arriving in Seattle some time in December, At three dollars a day 
you will see that it would cost far too mech to do a thing like thet, 


-2— 


Wewill have to take available boats between here and Nome and 
probably one of the Alaska Line boasts to Seattle, We will keep 
an itemized account to submit to you on our arrival. | 


If I may make a suggestion: it would seem bestyto denosit in 
our bank in Seattle, the Pacific National, $500.00 for travel from 
here to Seattle, Would it be nossible for you to find out the cost 
of transportation for us from Seattle east and heave it derosited in 
the bank before our arrival? I make bol? to make these suegestions 


because our bank account is unable eat the vresent time to stend the 
expense, 


Thank you again for the telegram, Hoping readiustment will 
not prove too hard, I am, 


Very sincerely yours, 


FS Blrehyper 


PRESBYTERIAN MISSION 
AT 
BARROW, ALASKA 


FREDERICK G. KLEREKOPER, MINISTER 


June 16,1939 


A 
Miss Blanche Hopp, Y ya 
156 Fifth Ave., “Pome 
New York N.Y. oP ae \t \ 
A a: 
ye Py/ 
Dear Miss Hopp, -y 


Enclosed please find a’money order for thirty dollars and 
fifty-eight cents. ($30,58) This is/Ahe remainder thet was due the Mission 
on the note to Oliver D. Morris. fer certain medical care given his femily 
during the time of Dr. Griest. \This amount also includes the interest 
on the note from September 28,1956, 


Morris is a trader in the village. As is the custom, I gave 
the man who drove me down to Wainwright and return an order on the store of 
his choice. This man does buginess with Morris, Thus we owed Morris forty- 
five dollars ($45.00) Instead of giving Morris a draft on the Board for 
this amount I subtracted it from the amount due us on the note, The above 
mentioned amount, is the rematiifer of the rote plus the interest for the 
time mentioned. Morris bill is now paid in full. 


Sincerely yours, 


SL Thee) 


ed 


Rev, Fred G. Klerekoper, i de ee tT 
Point Barrow, Alaska : Ae 2 ce HE 


Dear Mr, Klerekopert 


Your letters of May 26th and pase roth, arrived ie 


just as 1 was leaving the vera for aac ith 


Since you wrote your’ ievter’ of asi noth, we ‘ 
have learned that Mr. Thorne decided to pay you a vieit at Barrow, 
end that you arranged to fly back with him. I trust this. ‘eimpli- , 
fied the whole matter of your departure and enabled yen. ba make — } 
better connections all the wey downs — 


f As I have already eritten yh, te ‘dite we : have” 
/deposited $550 in your Seattle bank to cover the expenses of your- 


- Meois and Mrs. Klerekoper to Seattle. In order that you will heve 


enough money to take you east, I have requested the Treesurer's — 
Office today to make an additional deposit of $250 to your credit - 
and this advanee will represent an advance on account of your salary. 
If you should not need the entire amount and wish to make a — 
later, an adjustment can be made when I return to the office WS 
August or when I shall have sn ‘Opportunity to see yey M } 


Wishing jm 8 safe iti a and & very Pleasant 
sojourn in the States, Iam | 


Wise Very (sient yours, 


BH | | : UND OF ALASKA WORK. 
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duly $1, 1939. 


Reve & Mra» Fred Ge Kierekoper, 
c/o Dre We. O. Johneon, 
2425 Ridgeview Avenue, 
Eagle Reck, Los Angeles, Calif. 


Dear Mr. & Mrs. Klerekopers 


Weleome homet We are oe. to en that 
you have arrived safely in Californias : 
We are holding ith a lot of mail for you 
here in the office and ere looking forward to seeing you within the next 
fow weekse Mrs Gene Gould had forwarded some mail for you in our care, 
and we just received word from him that you could be reached at the above Pa 
address, so we thought best to forward Mr» Gould's mail fram Seattle to you ore 
at your Los Angeles address and have mg LR ete sent Ae three pieces of + \ 
first class mail under separate covers Ve Aig my 
| Ys 8 Re ee age ya 
We enclose hesoneih a s poe card end an air mail 
letter both of which we felt you would want before your arrival in New Yorke 


Hoping that you are both weil and having a de- 
lightful time, I am,with kindest regards — : 


Very coat ‘vende 


Unit of rr School Missions & Alaskan Work 
By 
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4 PRESBYTERIAN MISSION 
AT 
BARROW, ALASKA 


FREDERICK G. KLEREKOPER, MINISTER 2423 Ridgeview Ave. 
Eagle Rock, Cal., 
August 7,1939, 
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Mis Blenche Hopp, 
156 Fifth Ave., 
New York, NeYe 


Dear Miss Hopp, 


As you will notice from the above address we 
are in the United States again, At the present we are staying 
with our very good friend Dr. W.0. Johnson and are certainly 
being royally entertained, We have not been idle however. In 
fact it looks as though we will have to go back to Barrow to 
rest. Yesterday for example I spoke to four different groups 
beside showing some movies which we have. We are hoping to 
drive east sometime in the near future with Dr, Frederick Thorne 
who as you may know, gave us a visit in Barrow , during the —~ 
month of June, We are very anxious to get eastk and meet you 
all at. 156, 


Andrew Akootchook who as you know has served the 
coast east of Barrow for many years, has been 111 for some time 
and has been forced tostop his work, He told me on leaving that 
unless I heard otherwise before the first of August he would 5, 
be able to go east again, It is now the 7th of August and as 
I have not heard from him I assume he is ready to go back, —~ # 
If you feel this is right would you let me know, So. I can wire him, 
when his salary will begin, The ice shoubd be out of Barrow 
by now and I think he wikKl be waiting to hear from us, 


The people on this coast seem greatly interested 
in Pt. Barrow. We wish there were more Wednesdays and Sundays > 
in the week, lost people know thet Rogers end Post crashed there 
and thet the Russian fliers were lost somewhere north of Pt. Barz 
but otherwise little has heen known, It is really a pleasure 
to show these people that we do not live in ice houses and est 
blubber the year sround, 


with every good wish to all of you, I remain, 


Sincerely yours, 


ud Nleredins | 


Aug. 
11th 
1939 


Rev. Fred. Klerekoper, 
2425 Ridgeview Ave., 
Eagle Rock, Calif. 


Dear Mr. Klerekopert 


I was so giad to receive your letter of 
August 7th anc to learn of your pleasant but busy stay in 
Californias. Of course Mrs, Hayes has already told me of 
your trip down from Barrow with Mr. Thornets party. I was 
$o gled to learn you were able to come out with thems | 


Now with reference to your Jagdtes re- 
garding Andrew Akootchook; I am avfully sorry to be obliged © 
to gay that there just ian't any money for his support before 
the beginning of the new budget year - temely, October lst. 


Our budget for the current year has hed some very heavy draing 


on it and I an efraid it is about all used up. We were under. 
the impression also that Mr. Akootchook's health would not — 
permit him to resume his work until next year. However, I 
have set aside the $400 for his salary for the year beginning | 
October ist, but that is the very etrliest date at which we 
can resume his salary payments« 


We are holding quite « a: <polbeatien’ of mail 


for you and urs. Klerekoper, end 1 am wondering whether you — 
would like me to send it on to you. If so, please drop ~* 
line. phys 


We are all so enxious to see both of you 
again and to hear all about your experiences at Barrow. When 
may we expect you? 


With very best wishes and kindest regerds 
to you and Mrs, Klerekoper, I an 


Cordially yours, 


aos a rmlore fi UNIT OF ALASKA WORK, 
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we Sheldon Jackson School 


ey Sg SITKA, ALASKA 

; J Gonducted by 
: The Board of National Missions a aa ee 
of the Presbyterian Church in the U.S. A. 


W. Leslie Yaw, Superintendent 


March 4, 1940 


Rev. F. G. Klerekoper 
167 Hadley Avenue 
Clifton, N. J. : 


Dear Mr. Klerekoper: 


It was good to get your letter of February 20th. I 
know that you must have been very busy indeed with the many speak- 
ing engagements. I am most interested to know that you have met 
people who know me and the school. I did thoroughly enjoy my  -. — | 
itinerary in Pennsylvania in the winter of '34 and then again the 
national meeting at Buck Hill Falls and General Assembly in '38. 
It helps a lot here on the field to know there are so very many 
loyal members of the church behind us at home. 


att Do you know C. L. Andrews? Here is a paragraph lifted 
San from a recent letter written me which T think should be passed 
along to you. Mr. Andrews is an old friend and he has an uneanny 
accuracy for facts. si ragh 


"I went to Barrow and back last year. I wish to tell 
you that in my opinion your work is being threatened at Barrow and 
Wainwright by the Catholic (Roman) Church. They have established 
themselves, and are practically controlling, St. Michael (formerly 
Greek Catholic); Stebbins, King Island, Little Diomede; have 
invaded Kotzebue; and last summer two priests, Father Hubbard, 
the "Glacier Priest" and Father Ryan, from Cordova, as well as 
Bishop Fitzgerald, were to Barrow, and Hubbard went eas of Berrow 
to "prospect" J have heard. Ryan also went to St. Lawrence Id. 
This is something your church and missionary society cannot afford 
to disregard, it appears to me. I noted in 1936 that the Catholics 
were quite active at Matanuska. But they are paying special attention 
to western and northern Alaska." 


Ue te Very soon now the Presbytery of Alaska is to meet here in 
Sitka. We are all eagerly awaiting the visit of Dr. King and are 
hoping that he will help us find the answers to a number of problems - 
among them the replacement of the Princeton, and a new church for Sitka. 
With every good wish, 2 
ve ly. yours 
e Fae 
LY:h Leslie Yaw 
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Princeton, N.J., 
April 3,1940, 


Dr. E. King, 
156 Fifth Ave., 


My dear Dr, King: 


Welcome home} It was good 
to hear your voice over the telephone this 
morning, I hope you found your family well 
and not too much work piled un, 


I hove to be back from Pittsburgh 
Friday, I have to be in New York Saturday 
afternoon to see about some films Dr, Thorne is 
having conied for me and TI would be glad to 
come in the morning and talk things over with 
vou, If this is satisfactory would you be good 
enough to drop me a Line? 


Enelosed pleasé find a letter 
I received during you absence from Mr.Yaw, It 
speaks for itself, There seems to be a growing 
menace of Catholicism not only in our part of 
the territory but also around St., Lawrence 
TIslend and Cape Prince of Wales, The presence so 
frequently of Father Hubhard is not encouraging, 
Ttll be glad to go into detail when we meet, 


With every good wish, 


Cordially, 


Ig. 


(jor @:@.K.) 


April 5, 1940 


Reve Mr. Frederick G. Klerekoper 

$8 Alexander Street 

Princeton, Nede 

My dear Mr. Klerekopers 

Dr. King is out of town today, but we are 
expecting him back tomcrrow, and I think 
you can count on seeing him in the morning. 
With kindest regards to you and | 

Merge Klerekoper, I am 


Sincerely yours, 


Secretary to Dr. King 


HEWsE 


June 21, 1940 


Rev. lr. Fred G. Klerekoper 
Camp Wycliffe 
Sulphur Springs, Arkansas — 


Dear Fred: 


The report of your doctor here in New York very clearly 
cells for en X-rey to be made of Mrs. Klerekoper's chest. _ 
I #m very enxious thet we do not let anything slip up tina 
on us; therefore, you will please have this X-ray made 
immediately, and alco any other checks that should help 
in giving Mrs. Klerekoper a clear record. . 


It would be a tragic mistake to have you folks go to 
Barrow with any symptoms whatsoever. May I expect you ~ 
to take care of this immediately? | | : 


Cordielly yours, — 


EB : DH 


ye 
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Sulphur Springs, Ark., 
July 8,1940, 


Dr. Everett B, King, 
156 Fifth Ave., 
New York, N.Y. 


Dear Dr, King: 


I suppose you are thinking it is about 

time I enswered some of your letters, I had hoped 

by this time to be able to say that Nen has had 

thet Xéray picture, The nearest town of any size 

is Joplin, Mo, That is about fifty miles away 

and the only time Nan went there the peonrle with 

whom she went were in such a rush she could not 

have it done, She will have it taken before she 

goes back however, We may be ableto run over tearents t 
there in the near future, . 


This camp has really been opening 

our eyes to the possibility of work in the native 
tongues, I am beginning to believe the reason 

we have not had morgnative leaders in both sovth- 
eastern Alaska and the north is that the people 
|heve not had the ovvortunity of reading the Bible 

in their own language. Imagine our enthusiasm if 
the only way we had @f hearing about the work of 
Christ was through the medium of the French language, 
Personally I would be a grand flop (I may be anyway), 

I think that is why our churches haven't had a stronger 
influence. We expect these people who at best 
understand English poorly to absorb all the fine shades 
of meaning found in the Bible, I hope to be able 

in the next five years to prove the validity of 
this statement: thet we can only develop a strong 
indigenous church when we give the people the Bible 

in their own language, This will et least mean 
learning the Eskimo ourselves and it may mean doing 
some translating of the Bible. 
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I never was a whiz at languages but the challenge 
of being able to preach without the aid of on inter- 
preter is mighty strong, I can wake the whole church 
4n Barrow up when I throw in a few words of pidgeon 
Eskimo, They laugh and get a big kick out of it. 

I do wish I could speak to then in their own tongue 
so they wouldn't have to laugh or wait five minutes 
to know what I said while the interpreter told them, 
This camp has given us a start in phonetics and I 
hope as I say to prove that we can do a better job 
for the Lord by giving them His word in their own 
language. Luther did it and he got ea reformation. 
Maybe we can start a reformation on a minor scale 
up there in Barrovw, 


well that is off my chest, I'11 see that Nan 
gets that picture taken in the near future, With 
the best wishes in the world for you in your busy 
Life, and hoping to see you in Seattle, 


As ever, 


Sud. 


duly 10, 1940 


“Rev. Ure Frederiok ¢. Scale ata 
Cemp Wyoliffe 
Sulphur Springs, Arkensas 


Dear ir, Klerekopers : 


Your Ledtea of duly 8th addragsed to oe. King ca 
arrived during hic absence from the offiee on « field ee 


trip; however, wo will refer it to him in Portland, a 
Oregon, o/o Heathasn Hotel, where he will be wrth the 


19th in case you wish to get in touch with bAm directly. thee 


For. your information, I am endideing a half 
cover from the American Bible Society catalog on which 
you will find that they mention Eskimo--Kuskokwim as 


being one of the ares in which the ete hee or ie Ne a 


parts. of it may be secured. 


This won't help you eny in beicing si, Te 


but just thought you might be interested, Perhaps 
Amerioan Bible Society might be able to: help FOU 


Tema 
sishaiele your's, : a eae age MY 
UNIT OF SUNDAT SCHOOL esto . 
PY 
: if | Qry i 
L Ay It 1) LAN +4 


With kindest woctens to you and your wa dae | 


| 
1 
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Camp Wycliffe, 
Sulphur Springs, Ark., 
July 29,1940 


The Rev.Everett B,. King, DeDe, 
d6fieral Delivery, 
Capitan, New Mexico, 


Dear Dr, King: 


We hope that by the time you receive th 
this letter we will be on our way to Seattle, 
To date we have not heard from Gene, There is sane 
possibility of a boat going if the govenment 
gets a hand in it but I doubt if it would pay 
a boat to make the trip for the business it could 
get from people in the Arctic, Tranping has been so 
poor that most of the traders are broke. 


I have written several letters to 
various points along the way, I hope they have caugh 
up with you, I explained in thése letters some 
of the ifeas we have had. Just in case they have 
not been received by you I will go ove®d them again, 
You will no doubt remember the conversation we had 
in Rochester at the General Assembly, One of the 
three goals which we honed to attain that I 
mentioned at that time was the strengthening of 
of the moral fibre of our peovle, As I said then 
adultery, a hangover from the wife-trading days, 
ig our worst vice, Huntine through material we 
have found this to be the case in both North and 
South America in fact whereever Indians are found, 
You will be saying "Physieian heal thyself", And 
here we think is the solution, Very few Indian 
tribes have been given the Bible in the vernacular, 
We have expected these people whose English at 
pest is voor to get their spiritual nourishment 
in a language that far togoften they cannot 
understend, What spiritual fortitude I would 
have if the Bible I read was in French, is easy 
to know if you could consult with my penech teachers, 
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There has only been one very poor attempt at 
translating the Bible into Eskimo, The Gospels 

fs all that has been put out to date and they 

are far from beéng scientifically done, Our object 
is to build up the moral fibre of these people 

and we feel that the way to do this is to give them 
the Bible in their own tongue, The fact that the 
people in the Kuskowim district have not used 

the present work is proof enough that it is not 
scientific, This is the only dialect that iim 
even a portion of the Bible has been translated 
into, 


If I can prove to you in the next five years the 
I have a stroncer indigenous chureh theh other 
fields perhaps it is a policy which could be applied 
in other places, You may be thinking that it would be 
better if these people could learn English, For 
forty-two years they have had schools in Barrow 
and the older people who have been to school cannot, 
in some cases, even speakt pidgéen English, I can 
give you also figures of Indian tribes in Mexico 
who, when given the Bible in a polyglot translation 
of their own language and the Spanish have picked up 
Svanish faster than those who have been trained in 
Spanish school@, In other words,I am convétsed that 
one of the best wagsto teach these people English 
is to give them a diglot translation of English 
and Eskimo Scriptures. 


Should the boat be unable to go to Barrow 
this year I for one would consider it God's hand. 
I am sure that in Barrow with the innumerable duties 
crowiing in on us that we would not be able to give 
the time we would feel necessary to this very 
important task, If I had my way ané had to stay 
here in the States, I would send to Barrow for one 
of the Eskimos or perhaps go to Dubuque where 


Perey Ipalook is®Bha before returning the following 
year I would have the language under control and 
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perhaps some portion of Scripture in the Barrow 
dialect. This may sound over confident and it 
may be, I have been having a talk with one of the 
best linguists in the U.S, and he says that if I would 
pring an Eskimo to Arbor where he expects to be 
teaching and study his year he will give me as high 
as a day a week of his time, With my own eyes,Dr. King, 
I have seen him in six weeks take the San Blas language 
which has never been reduced to writing and master 

it to the extent thaySaturday he read a paper at 

the lLingtgstic conference of leading men in the U.S, 
which was held in Ann Arbor, explaining the solution 

to problems in this Panamanian languege, 


With his help and a year to do it I am positive 
that with God's help we could master the language, 
In Barrow to know the language would save us hours 
of time to say nothing of the efficiency of the work 
being done, Here for example is a woman, who has 
something she wishes to confide in her pastor, I have 
to get a man to interpret before whom she may not 
care to tell what is on her heart, Then the sermons 
must all be translated, At most my sermons are twenty 
minutes long and it takes the interpreter thirty to 
thirty-five to translate, 


All these things make us think it really 
would be providential if we could snend the year 
working on the language, But on the other hand 
we long to go back and see our people, That is 
our home and our work, 


This letter is much longer than I had 
anticipated. I hope you will forgive the verbosity. 
I do wish we could get together and go over more 
of the details, I am convinced that if I could prove 
this idea successful it would be a good program for 
other fields, I have prayed about it a good bit, 


With every good wish, 
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AT BARROW, ALASKA 


Kokokehi, Oahu 
g August 9, 1940 


Dr. Frederick G. Klerekoper 

c/o Nation-1 Board of Foreign Missions 
156 Fifth Avenue 

New York City 

New York 


My desr Mr. Klerekoper: 


It was a very -rert pleesure to receive your letter of July 44 ron 
Camp Wycliffe. It was forwarded to me to California, and now. I am we; 
answering it from Honolulu. I am delighted to know thet you have had 
such a wonderful time at Camp Wycliffe. Some m nths ago Mr. Nida. 
wrote me asking for vour name, and 1 am so pleased that you two got 
into touch and that it ended with your ming tojthe Summer Institute 
of Linguistics. It means a great deal AD-me rave your estimete of 
the value of the work done at the Institute an pecially your op- 
inion of the caliber of Mr, Nida. jJ-was-yery much ressed with him 
when he spoke at, the Missionary Luneheon © the Burnham Club last 
yeer. il appreciate your suggest ing the. future employment 
of his talents. It is somethi f "ALL very seriously consider. 
One of my greet regrets in looking reat er the past vear is that we 
did not get together more. I wan yo S/o know, however, what a.fine 
impression you seem to have made ¢ your furlough, I asked Dr, 
Jdurji to get into touch wrth our Museum. I have asked him 
to give special attenti during next year. it is my 
ambition, when I realy atter, to build up the col- 
lection which Dr. Zwems 
presentative picture interesting) features connect ith the work 
of our Foreign and “ational Bard In the course of time I trust . 
thet we shall be able ‘ta house thé/collection in a special building. 
In the meanti ri well-céred for and be available for ex- 
e-Students ant-~others every day of the next seminary year. 
ed have which you think would be of interest for our 
i11 be very\much appreciated. What you say regarding the 
Linguisti¢s problem in}general as it effeets missionaries vorking 
with ure Hanes people) nterests me greativ. It will always be a 


pleasure to\hear from/you on this or any other mtter. I em sending 
this letter ta tne Sévionel Board, taking it for grawted that you. 
vill probably~nave reft Camp Wycliffe before this could reach you. 

I had a wonderful time at the Synod of California, and now I am begin- 
ning the first of two Conferences at a beautiful spot 20 miles from 


Honolulu. The conference ground is called Sepa vhich means "Of 
One Blood." 


May every blessing be yours during the rest of your furlough and when 
Mrs. Klerekoper end you return to Alaska, With warm personal regards 


to. you both, 


Yours very cordially, 


John A. Mackay 


w 


opts 
Afar 


- 
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October 5, 1940 


Dr. Everett B. King 
156 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 


Dear Dr. King, 


It seems a long time since I wrote to you from Arkansas. Then we 
were in & predicament not knowing how or when we would leave. In fact, 
I still have the problem of having to dispose of my car. Can you use 4 
good 1940 De Soto Deluxe coach? Right now it is in Dr. Thompson's care 
in Seattle. He and a friend of mine are trying to dispose it for me. 
We certainly had to leave in a hurry when the date was finally set. 


A far cry it is from New York to these parts. We look back to our 
year in the States with a great deal of pleasure. And if I may be so 
blunt, we think we have a grand"boss". We are looking forward to the 
time when you can get up here to see us. I hope Mr. Schiede saw the way 
clear to provide the funds for that evangelistic trip to Southeastern 
that you were thinking of. How did the "Cowboy Camp Meeting” go? I 
sincerely hope many of the men found the Saviour. 


There are a good many things to write about and I hardly know where 
to begin. For our trip up here and the details---you will find them in 
my monthly report. Please feel free to use the material in any form you 
may see fit. About the request I made for repair of the manse and church 
_--I heve used and am using it for the following: the board sidewalks 
were greatly in need of repair; the warehouse needed shingling; the manse 
will need malthoid roofing to prevent the frost from forming under the 
roof; and one of the Eskimos geve me a wash basin which we have installed 


in the bathroom (Nan has had to put up with our hend washing in the kitch- 


en sink) On the church building proper---the ventilators neeced covers, 
the doors needed hinges; the vestry room for the choir needs a stove and 
general repair; the church auditorium needs light sockets, etc. The 
tractor is really so old that is has served its day. I think it too ex- 
pensive to be fixed. I say this on the advice of Mr. Morgan, the radio 

O erator, who is a com etent machinist and has long helped me with my ~ 
To Tr” p en T think the tractor could be repaired if we had it in 
the States where we could get all the bolts and nuts, parts, etc. for 
an°old machine. The undergearing of its truck is ‘so badly worn that the 
housing of the axle instead of being round is oval. We have tried to 
re-babbit it but it soon breaks down again. We are building a storage 
cellar so our fruits and vegetables will last a little longer. They 
seldom keep until the boats come but this methoa should keep them donger. 
So you see there are many things to do and to be done. We are making 
good progress with this type of work. 
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About the church work itself. [ne Eskimos were as happy as we when 
we got back. They are a grand bunch to work with. This month we have 
had four additions to the church. One on profession of faith and three 
on reaffirmation of faith] Several have slipped since our absence. Adul- 
tery, as always, is our greatest evil. We have not had time, as yet, to 
begin the study of the language with the view of the translation of Scrip- 
ture. We feel that is our big job and that moral fibre will strengthen 
when the people have the Bible in the vernacular. As I saic in a former 
letter, Luther's greatest gain during the reformation was that he had the 
Bible for the people to read in their own language. What spiritual 
stamina these people have is due to trememduous effort on their part. 

What I would have if I had to read the Bible in French or German, I do 
not know, but I dare say it wuld be small. Not only do we expect the 
people to read the Bible in our language but in an archaic form of it. 
I marvel that they have come as far «s they have and their predicament 
calls for much patience on our part. But we feel that with God's help 
even this problem can be overcome. We are confident of His assistance. 


I hope the church fund will grow both here and from your end. / When 
I returned, the church had been painted both inside and out all by vol- 
unteer labor and as a surprise for us. It looks very lovely with its 
red roof and white walls in contrast tae the white snow. The tithing 
comes in regularly and we should be able to do a lot this winter for the 
poor of the church. There are many of these. When a man is sick here 
his family at once needs assistance. The Eskimos are hunters and when 
they can't hunt they don't eat. My seal nets, fishing nets ammunition 
are being used right now to provide for the poor this winter} Hunger is 
really at our door. The reindeer herd is under very strict’ supervision 
because of improper handling during past years. The people have practi- 
cally no meat from that source, and they eat meat three times a day. 
It will take several years before the herd is built up again. 


I don't want to bore you with the details of the problems here but 
they are many I assure you. Through it all the church has ministered to 
the spiritual needs and we hope will bear the rich fruit of the Spirit as 
God's Word promises. 

With every good wish, I am 


Cordially yours, 


Jui 


Rae 


Oot. 26/9 40. 


Mrs. Frederick G. Klerekoper 
Barrow, Alaska 


Raw by.Bd -97 


F. G. KLEREKOPER 
BARROW, ALASKA 


i al 


October 29, 1940 


AIRMAIL 


Rev. Mr. Fred G. Klerekoper 
Barrow, Alaska 


Dear Fred: 


How much do you want for your De Soto de luxe coach? I know of no 
prospect now, but my missionaries are continually buying cars and 
this might be an opportunity. Let me know the price and whether 
or not the car is clear. 


We had a great Cowboy Camp Meeting in New Mexico. On Sunday more 
than one thousand people were on the grounds. Some nine cowboys 
were couverted end I believe if we could have bad enother day or 
two to go, this number would have been doubled. | 


I am very nuch interested in the passion in your heart for trans- 
lating the Bible into the native Eskimo tongue. I feel thet would 
be & great step forward and I am perfectly willing and ready to 
start the procedure when you name the time. Please write me more 
in detail about whet you have in mind. Who is capable of this 

big job? When would it be done? 


Would it not be better to translate portions of the Scriptures, 
say begin with one of the Gospels ~ Mark, Luke, or John ~ and ~ 
translate this. Then the task could be gradually completed. 


Cordially yours, 


EBK : DH 
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Dear Friends, AVL TOM: ote Bie. .oor Saat e re LB gdh pa DAtAs 


on Christmas. card time again, and again. time presses, and:the. 
Work becomes more involved than had been anticipated. ;-Somehow, we 
must .get these» off-on the mail, November lst. We finally vhad. to;give 
upsthe card idea We>printed about 70 on vegetable parchment ,,;of . 
which we have a»super-abundance. due toa mistake in-:ondoring, but. we 
nave 362 envelopes addressed, and each parchment sheet hasto;be- , 
<ursed through the mimeoyraph, so we decided to do it all on the reg- 
~iadar;paper.;, The photvagravhic supplies we ordered did not ,come,--nence 
shispsubstitutioniand hence, also, the "un-Christmassy’. onvelopes , 


3 , ! ay y's 2 NS ES Bae PALS YS 
‘cal,Ouriyear;outside has come and: gone, .all too quickly. «Loo. ; 
many relatives were merely glimpsed, too many friends missead.entire- 
iy.::Most; of;our year, was spent in New Jersey. Between, speaking.en- 
gagements, Fred tried to. do post-graduate work at Princoton.Scminary 
and, take’ several» courses in the Choir:School, and» Nan. tricd,to+kceop 
nousé. (It was. too much.,...,However, we met* some wonderful, ppople,., and 
wchey stand: out: like oases:on they desert. of our, rushing,to,;and,.fro. 


* oscodd Ins dune, wei left) the: cast coast’ andj wont to.Sulphur: Springs, 
arkansas,:whore; we received: uncountablc blessings, grcat inspirations. 
and» the most expert instruction in the Sumnor Institute, of,Linguis- 
ticsws.nThis;school jfis:’cxclusively»y for missionaries or those;planning 
.Lovgo; toypionecr-ficlds, o Its object is: to; get: the: Biblo-in their, - 
own language to..people whose languagsc, has never been: written... Tos °. 
that ons ond, the school is run, \In its classcs we conccntrate.on 
the techniques necessary to learn and reduce to writing a language: 
never before written, The instruction is basic, and can’ therefore: 
dG applied cqually well in any part of the world. The instructors’ ©: 
arc among the country's best, and being such fine, fully consccrats 
vhristians, are able to put life,.vividness end cnthusiagm sper 
subjcet that might othcrwisc be of only acadqaic intorest. pai 


Me 
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AS you probably know, Eskino, at least in this dialect, has 
never been studied very thoroughiy, and the people do not know how 
to read or, wnite it. Before we left to go on furlough we hed felt 
& great need to study it, so that we could talk, at least,+to our 
rrieands here without an anterpreter, We understand now, too, that 
ble prevailing weaknesses shown in the lives ef: our christians would 
ecorably vanish if they hed God's Word in the langveze of their homes. 
they are so eeger to snow that Word, ub how much can they be expect- 
Ci COrket Trom it When, With LP Le OF 40 “Gakecation, they attemnu to 
read it in not only a foreign tongue,, 017 which they know little, rut 
in’ anvarehaie form -of/fhet tongue? : The Bible -is hard enouzh for Us 
to undemstand. We'find enough allusfons té6 life and. timeswhich we 
do..not. Know.to obscure ‘uch’ .of the Mmeanirig.”’ How must -it bé for the 
iiskimo’", who: has hever seen’ a*ficld of-grain; or smelled arose, 
climbed a mountain, or suffcrcd from thirst, seen a city or slept in 
an inn? Such difficultics arc cnough without a language difficulty, 
too. se oes 


We foél like a couple of very small Davids who have just fin- 
ished gathering small round Stones, and are not just surc how they 
will work in their newly acquired slings. And Goliath is roaring at 
us closé by?now,. « "They" all say that the Eskimo" language is one of 
the most. difficult.on this earth, but our: stoncs ares smooth and: round, 
and our slings ‘arc thc. latest model. We spent six weeks learning the 
rudiments of their usc, and God’ is on our side. With His help we 
hope to-conquer: our Eskimo Goliath, and: lay him*flat for all to scc 
endiread te lie | : oy BA BO ee ae a 

/We' had to leave our summer school early in ordor. to gct back 
hore.y#Our trip was fest, and: confused throughoutby-nhot knowing how v 
should by going next. We came by Alaska Stcamship Linc from Scattlc 
to Seward, visiting Juneau and othcr ports in Southeastern. Alaska (not 
Skagway) on the way, In Juncau we picked. up a girl ,*justout ofhigh 
school, who wantcd to spend the year’ with us. -Her name is Harriett 
~Lawrencu-,*and she is thé neice of Miss Lawrence of Hainus House, Har- 
‘rictt was here for a few days last summer (193@) and so she know somo- 
thing of what she was doing when’she joined-us, She is helping us in 
cvery Sort of way--with the housework and the scorctarial work as wol} 


: From Seward we took the train to Fairbanks and :-from therc Sig 
Wicn: flow us to Kotzebue where we hoped to catch the Department of 
Interior ship "North Star". (one of the ships ‘that was with Byrd in 
the Antarctic last year), When we found it had left we thought wo 
should hevc to fly the rest :of the way to .Berrow,:and WUrc- preparing 
to do so, when the Coast Guerd Cutter Itasca" cems into port going 
north, ‘They kindly brought us .the rest of our way. 
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Since returning, there hes becn‘e lot to attond to, of courso, 
“Some. of the girls had cleeancd house for us, but we 7hod;to,unpsck,’ 
cheek freight, end get things streightencd up. Tho werchouso was 
shingled, some improvements medu in the bethroom, the, lower.part of 
tha.cnche;enclosed-to entomb the tractor.(it.issno*iLoncerseny- good, 
butuwe,ceonit.bear to throw;itycompletcly cwey), ond «we ‘heva.clnost 
completed « storege hole below the kitehcen for perishablu.«foods. 


Um the church work, things have: béecn going ahead also.# Four 
new clders and five new dcacons hrve been elected and are doing cx- 
cellont work, _The trustees heve been in chrrge of the goods  producod 
by.the people who went to, sell them and ct the same tim: give a tonth 
to tho dcecon's fund, ] Some very attractive things have. been;made-- 
old-style decorated Eskimo balls, stuffed with reindeer hair;.Barrow 
banners, of ,gealskin with.a.picture of the: church ins colerspwoveusend 
Bppliqued.on,lts, dolls; .Jittlerminiaturesboous miu -sizedmema oie 
ivory carvings; whaiebone baskets, These things are senerally.sent 
to tie:;Gift.Shop.in the, Board Rooms..for,sale, in- case -you, Nave sav. 
customers, 


When we built the warehouse, our first year here, we. incorpor- 
‘ated into it an old mission building, originally an Eskimo home, 
‘known as the "Igloo". Our first year, the Tgloo served.as stgrage 

space. The second year it was the laboretory for the’ doctors doing 
research for the Public Health Service, The third ,year,.it WAS used 
as the residence, of a white family who were prevented oy weather from 
getting the materials to build their.own house. Last year it was va- 

cant. This year we thought up a new.use for it. It is being used 
as a women's workshop. So many homes have insufficient light and fucl 
that we are letting the women and children come to the fgloo. ‘LO. work. Ag 
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tekcs time, ink, and: onthusiesm to forge these 


are faithful to thom, oven once a yoer, we 


paper links, but if we 
stre ngers 7 


Should not met agein as 


May the light from the Bethlehem ster shine on all our heerts, 
ond spreod over this whole sin-sick world hernling ond bringing, perce. 
Blessed are the pe-cemekers, 


Wishing you the deepest blessings snd the highest joys ct 
Tistmes and during the COMI Ne sro aTr 
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THE PRESBYTERIAN MISSION 


AT 
BARROW, ALASKA 


FREDERICK G. KLEREKOPER, Minister 


Dr. Everett B. King 
156 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 


Peamepre Rigs. 


There are so namy things that come to mind when one writes 
to you, that I have to write them piecemeal in order to:get 
everything in. There are several things that have come to mind 
lately in which we could be of great service to the commnity. 
They are as follows: a 

(1) In Barrow we have no hotels or road houses, as are 
common to Alaska, and anyone traveling this way must stéy with 
the local people. This often is very inconvenient for both 
natives and whites as no one has any too much space. _ My sug- 
gestion is that a small house could be built at a reasonable 
cost to provide shelter for travelers. This shelter could be bisa 
in charge of the deacons of the church and built on mission pro- 
perty. I know that it would be of great service to both natives 
and whites. Should you feel that this is a good idea, I would 
be glad to suggest size and cost. I believe, also, in this re- 
gard, that a small dog house as an extension would be very ser- 
viceable. 


(2) Another item which has often presented itself is the 
need for lumber to build coffins. When a person dies it is very 
distressing to have them come to the mission or go to the vari- 
ous stores and try to borrow or get lumber. There is no wood 
here from which coffins could be made. This would have to be 
shipped in. It would not take a great deal every year, and yet, 
I feel that we would be rendering a valuv&ble service in securing 
this for those who are distressed at the time of bereavement. 


(3) We have, in the community, several deaf people. They 
love to come to church but very often can only see what there 
is to the worship service. They feel, as do those who are able 
to hear, the necessity of the Communion of Saints. They come 
and sit quietly, very faithfully, Sunday by Sunday. My heart 
goes out to them in their desire to hear the message. Most of 
them cannot read English and so have very, very little on which 
to grow spiritually. My suggestion is a hearing aid of some kind 
with several phones connected. I know that many hearts would be 


moma in hearing perhaps for the first time in years the story 
nich they have learned to love in their youth. 


These are suggestions to be dealt with if and when you 
see fit. In sincerely hope that either the Board or some one 
of financial strength will see the necessity of these things. 
We hope also that you are still coming to visit us, for J know 
of no better way to know the needs than to see them first hand, 
--to say nothing of the joy of the missionary here. 


With every good wish, I am 


Cordially yours 


December 17, 1940 | 


AILKMAIL 


Rev. Mr. F.G. KVbrekoper 
Barrow, Alaske 


Dear Fred: . 


Because of the problem that we faced this past summer relative 
to transportation of supplies, we are going to try to avoida | 
repetition of it this summer. Therefore we ask that your requi- 

sition be in our office not later than April 15, 1941. 


With the heavy traffic that Alaska is now receiving because of 

_ government activities, 1 am pretty sure we will need ell the. 
additional time we cen find to take care of the orders properly. ee wire \ ae a 
Be sure, then, to let me have dito list iti an hee then — 15, cot Aah uA 
sooner if possible. . ae die on he 


By the time you receive tobe. letter, Gri ateuk geeetiiien will be Pe cask 
cold, but the warmth of my heart der still remain. | tee 


Cordially yours, 


